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In radars and wireless communication devices, phased array antennas are widely used
to steer the direction of the main beam. Typically, array of radiating patches with
progressively phased excitation are used to realize beam scan, resulting in complex antenna

structures.

In this dissertation, two different techniques to scan the main beam of a Fabry-Perot
cavity (FPC) antenna without using phased excitation signals are presented. These
alternative scanning mechanisms use a multilayered dielectric-ferrite superstrate to control
the E-field distribution of the radiation path. Low-loss operating regions of the ferrite rods
are analytically identified from the characteristic equation and are used in the simulations

and measurements.

Using the first technique, a single 10 GHz microstrip patch antenna (MPA) is loaded

with a foam-ferrite superstrate to demonstrate a measured beam scan of +£30° for a

xii



differential biasing field of Ho=0.1875 T. By integrating an additional dielectric layer, the
resulting FPC excited with an MPA shows a 1.4 dB increase in directivity at the cost of
reduced scanning angle. To optimize the design, the FPC antenna with multilayer
superstrate is excited with a thinned 2-patch linear array. The foam-ferrite layer of the
superstrate, now with three axially magnetized ferrite rods, is optimized to control Ey-phase
taper needed for the beam scan. By individually biasing the ferrite rods, the main beam of
the structure is scanned up to +12° for a differential magnetization field of 0.182T (Ho=150
kA/m). This method also reduces the side lobe level by 3.56 dB for maximum scan angle;
which is important as typical FPC antenna demonstrates an increase in side lobe level with

increasing scan angle.

The second technique involves integrating the ferrite superstrate with split-ring
resonators (SRR) to decrease the biasing field requirements. Two different configurations,
with one or two SRR integrated ferrite rods, are designed and simulated. The resulting
structures demonstrate equivalent beam scans at significantly lower biasing fields with
reduced cavity heights as well. Although the presented designs are not low-profile, use of
low temperature co-fired ceramics (LTCC) can reduce the cavity heights and also help

incorporating the biasing coils within the ferrite rods.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In the most basic of forms, an antenna is defined as a device that transforms electrical
energy into electromagnetic (EM) waves. Historically, Joseph Henry, a philosophy
professor at Princeton, is considered to be the first to utilize a "wire" as a medium to capture
EM energy. He initially observed that by injecting current into a wire, he could "attract"
metallic needles in his basement, some 30 feet away. He also used metallic wires installed
on his roof to detect lightning strikes over long distances. As interest in this field grew,
numerous antenna designs emerged; vertical grounded antennas in 1875, dipole antennas
and antenna arrays in 1889. In recent years, miniaturization of electronic devices motivated
antenna designers to come up with compact and low-profile antennas that would fit the

mobility requirements of the communication devices.

Radar systems used in civilian and military applications [1] transmit a directive
microwave signal towards a moving object and analyze the reflected signal from the
illuminated object to detect its position and speed [2]. Historically, the radar antennas were

mechanically rotated to monitor the required azimuthal or elevation plane. As the antenna



fabrication and microcontroller technology progressed, electronic beam scanning came
into being [3] [4]. The idea of electronic beam scan involves an antenna array, where the
radiating elements are excited with signals having progressive phase distribution [5].
Depending on the type of the phased array antenna (linear, planar etc.), variation of the
progressive phase shift steered the main beam along the azimuth or the elevation planes.
Directive beam forming antennas used in recent communication devices often use
microstrip arrays with patch separation distance of half a wavelength (d<A/2) and
excitation signals with a phase progression of 3 [6]. Such a design process is considerably
complicated for large antenna arrays, where realizing the phase progression requires large
number of phase shifters [7]. In addition, improvement of the main-lobe to side-lobe ratio
requires controlled amplitude of the patch excitation signals based on the Binomial or
Dolph-Chebyshev weighting algorithm [8]. Thus, efficient design of an array feeder to
implement controlled amplitude and phase of excitations of the radiating elements remains

a challenge for the array antenna designer.

One popular method to overcome the feed complexity and attaining higher directivity
is to use optimally excited Fabry-Perot cavity (FPC) [9] [10]. Based on the Fabry-Perot
(FP) interferometer, the directivity of the FPC is improved by exciting the cavity, formed
between the ground plane and the partially reflecting superstrate. Typically, thinned
microstrip array, with patch separation distance of d>A/2, is used to optimally excite the
FPC. The FPC with simple array feeder also demonstrates limited beam scanning
capabilities due to larger patch separation distance (d) [11] [12]. Larger “d” introduces
bigger side lobes and even grating lobes (for large scan angle), when phased array

technique is used to steer the main beam of the FPC.



1.1 Problem Formulation

Designing a working antenna system involves an understanding of the basic design
parameters; gain/directivity, radiation efficiency, physical size, beam scanning abilities and
side lobe levels (SLL). Ideally speaking, one would want an antenna offering maximum
gain and efficiency, the least size and minimum SLLs to ensure maximum input power is
radiated in the direction of interest. Thus, instead of using a single radiator, antenna arrays
with multiple radiating elements are often preferred to provide higher gain and scan
capabilities of the main beam. These advantages, however, come at the cost of large
antenna apertures and complicated feed mechanisms that often limit their applications.
Mathematically speaking the total E-field of an antenna array can be calculated by using

pattern multiplication principle [5] as;

E(Total) = E(Single Element) X AF (1)

The AF is the array factor and is a function of the antenna array geometry (separation
between radiating elements, d) and the excitation phases of the radiating elements. Thus,
by varying the separation between the array elements and introducing the progressive phase
shift (f), the direction of the main beam can be controlled. Mathematically, for an N

element linear antenna array the AF is given as [5] [13]:

N

AF = Zaief(i_l)‘/’ (2)
i=1
where ) = Z%cosfp +f  and B = kd cos 6, 3)



For a uniform phased array antenna, changing the main beam of the antenna to 8,° requires
introducing patch excitation signals with a uniform amplitude and progressive phase shift
(B). Typically, this phase shift is produced by integrating analog/digital phase shifters

within the feed lines of the array antenna.

The concept of FPC allows the design of a highly directive antenna without
complicated feed mechanism or considerably large antenna aperture. Optimal excitation of
the FPC requires thinned microstrip array with element separation distance d > 0.5\, which
reduces the feed complexity but introduces SLL. When traditional phased array technique
is used to scan the main beam of an FPC, the SLL becomes proportional to scan angle and

can even produce grating lobes.

Fig. 1 shows the side view of a typical FPC. As the signal radiates within the cavity, it
bounces between the superstrate and the ground plane multiple times. For a well-designed
FPC, the multiple reflections within the cavity combine constructively and produce a
stronger signal that exits the superstrate, resulting in a higher gain of the antenna in a certain
direction. The cavity height, 4, is a function of the radiating signal wavelength and thus
tends to increase the antenna profile for low frequency designs. The radiation properties of

the structure can be varied depending on the choice of the partially reflecting superstrate.
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Figure 1. Side view of an FPC antenna.



As mentioned earlier, exciting an FPC with a thinned antenna array can increase the
antenna gain at the cost of increased SLL. When phase array technique is used for scanning
the main beam of this FPC, the already high SLL is further amplified by the coherent
addition of the reflected waves within the cavity. The result is a scanned main beam with
larger side lobes or even grating lobes for high scan angles. Moreover, the array feeder
with integrated phase shifters, needed to realize progressive phase shift, introduces

undesired coupling and signal loss.

The limitations in beam scanning and the presence of higher SLLs have kept the FPC
an area of interest. An enlarged superstrate consisting of frequency selective surfaces (FSS)
can even introduce beam tilting, as shown in [14]. Recently, it is demonstrated that using
magneto-dielectric superstrate decreases the wavelength in the media, leading to a lower

profile antenna, with thickness less than half wavelength [15].

This thesis provides a unique method to scan the main beam of an FPC by perturbing
the radiated fields of the antenna instead of the traditional phased array method. Biased
ferrite rods are placed inside the cavity to introduce controlled phase delay of the radiated
radio frequency (RF) signal introducing phase taper needed for beam tilting. A partially
reflecting superstrate with stepped dielectric constants is used to reduce the SLLs. A
complete mathematical analysis is carried out to understand the interaction of the radiated
EM-wave and the externally biased gyro-magnetic properties of ferrite rods. Split-ring
resonators (SRRs) are integrated with the ferrite rods to provide better beam scan for
reduced biasing requirements due to constructive coupling between the resonances of the

SRR and the precessing dipoles of the ferrite material. Professional software (HFSS) is



used to optimize the designed antenna before fabricating the prototype. The simulated

beam scanning characteristics of the FPC are also verified experimentally.

1.2 Modeling Approach

This work is based on the interaction of the radiated EM-wave of the thinned array and
the magnetized ferrite dipoles placed within the cavity. The methodology for the design of

the FPC with beams scanning properties is as follows:

e The characteristic equation of the ferrite cylinder is derived to determine the low
loss operating regions where a sharp change in the insertion phase occurs with
respect to changing magnetizing field (Ho). This also identifies the lossy resonance

region, where most of the energy from EM-wave is absorbed by the ferrite material.

e HFSS models of the axially magnetized ferrite rod; (i) centrally positioned within a
rectangular waveguide and (ii) placed in free space, are created to simulate the
effects of magnetized ferrite material on the propagating EM wave. A comparison
of the analytical and the simulated cut-offs is presented to verify the excitation and
meshing of the simulated model. The transmitted signal magnitude and phase is
monitored as the radius and the length of the ferrite rod is varied. This gives rise to

multiple transmission regions where steep changes in the signal phase are observed.

e To understand the relationship between the controlled phase delay of the radiated E-
fields and the beam scanning characteristics of the antenna, a 1I0GHz MPA with a

foam-ferrite superstrate is designed. Foam material is used to optimally position the



ferrite rods in the radiation path of the MPA. A comprehensive parametric study is
done to find out the best position, dimensions and biasing of the ferrite rods that
produces beam scan with minimum effect on the radiation efficiency. Once the
superstrate based beam scanning of this FPC antenna is observed, an additional

dielectric layer is integrated to the superstrate to improve its directivity.

e To further improve the antenna, a 2-patch thinned microstrip array (d = 0.8}) is
designed to optimally excite the ferrite loaded FPC. Multiple ferrite rods are placed
inside the cavity and successful beam scan is observed by providing a differential
magnetic biasing to the rods. Additionally, the uniform dielectric superstrate of the
FPC is replaced with a stepped dielectric superstrate to reduce SLLs while

maintaining the desired degree of beam scan.

e To reduce the external magnetic biasing needed for beam scan, SRRs are integrated
onto the ferrite rods of the superstrate. Two different SRR integrated ferrite

superstrate are investigated.

e Fabrication and measurements of both the single patch and the 2-patch thinned
antenna array are done. Using the network analyzer and the radiation pattern

measurement systems, the measured results are compared to the simulated ones.

1.3 Rationale

Traditional beam scan involves inducing progressive phase shift between the adjacent

antenna array elements. This phase shift results in an E-field phase taper of the radiated



signal leading to a change in the main beam direction. In order to achieve beam scan
without progressive phase shift, the same amount of phase taper in the radiated signal has
to be produced by some other method. Biased ferrite superstrate possess the ability to
introduce externally controllable phase delay to the propagating EM-wave. This concept is
initially proven by placing two separately magnetized ferrite rods above a 10GHz patch
antenna to introduce beam scan. This allowed the determination of the correct biasing
levels, dimensions, shape and the different design parameters of the ferrite-superstrate for
acceptable beam scan. Then an FPC, excited by thinned 2x1 microstrip array, is loaded
with separately magnetized ferrite rods to introduce superstrate based beam scanning.
Biasing the ferrite rods requires the use of coils or electromagnets to generate the DC
magnetic fields (Ho). Increasing coil size with large biasing needs often limits this type of
design. In this research work, split ring resonators SRRs are designed and integrated with
the ferrite material. The interaction between the magnetized ferrite material and the SRR
is optimized to reduce the external magnetizing field (Ho) needed for scanning the main

beam of the FPC.

1.4 Scope of the Dissertation

Ferrite material has been used in microwave devices for a number of different reasons.
A detailed discussion along with references and performance specifications of a number of
such devices is presented in Chapter 2. As far as ferrite applications in antennas are
concerned, researchers have used ferrite substrate based antennas to achieve reconfigurable

radiation patterns in addition to tunable resonant frequency and impedance bandwidth.



However, all the existing work has used phased array technique to modify the amplitude
and/or phase of the patch excitation signals to realize beam scan. In addition, FPC with this

beam scan technique introduces large side lobes that are proportional to scan angle.

A novel beam scanning mechanism of the FPC, different from that of phased array, is
presented in this thesis. This dielectric-ferrite superstrate based beam scanning technique
demonstrates low SLL for high scan angles (30°), even though the FPC is excited with
thinned microstrip array. In this technique, a stepped dielectric partially reflecting
superstrate is used to reduce the SLL and the FPC is loaded with axially magnetized ferrite
rods to generate controlled phase delay of the radiated EM-wave required for scanning the
main beam. Ansoft HFSS is used to individually simulate and optimize the FPC with
thinned array exciters and the ferrite geometries before analyzing the beam scanning

properties of FPC.

MATLAB simulations have been used to solve the derived characteristic equations of
the related ferrite rod to identify its operating regions. Based on the operating mode, the
lossy ferrimagnetic resonance region is identified and avoided to allow any transmission
through the material. Initially, a single 10GHz patch antenna is loaded with a ferrite
superstrate and beam scan is achieved as a proof of concept. This design is then extended
to a ferrite loaded FPC, excited with a thinned array. Using the superstrate based beam
scanning, an externally controllable beam scan is demonstrated with acceptable SLL.
Finally, SRRs are integrated with the ferrite rods of the FPC to reduce the magnetic biasing
fields needed for realizing certain beam scan. Simulated results are corroborated with

experimental results.



1.5 Dissertation layout

This dissertation has seven chapters; Chapter 2 presents a detailed literature review on
FPC, thinned antenna arrays and ferrite based antenna designs. Operation parameters like
gain/directivity, impedance bandwidth, and half-power beam width (HPBW) and scan

angles of the reviewed designs are mentioned.

Chapter 3 presents an investigation into the workings of the ferrite material and its
interactions with the RF signals. The characteristic equation related to an axially

magnetized ferrite rod is derived and related mode charts are analytically calculated.

Chapter 4 presents the design and simulation details of the beam-scannable single patch
antenna using a ferrite rod based superstrate. The analytical operation regions of the ferrite
rod are simulated in a controlled environment to set bench-marks for the simulations to

follow. Measured and simulated antenna parameters are compared for validity.

Chapter 5 discusses the design and simulated responses of the ferrite loaded FPC,
excited with thinned microstrip array. Simulated as well as measured externally

controllable beam scanning characteristics of the FPC are presented.

Chapter 6 presents the design and simulated results of split ring resonators (SRRs) and
their integration process with the ferrite rods. FPC loaded with the SRR integrated ferrites

demonstrates lower magnetic biasing to achieve a certain beam scan.

Chapter 7 concludes the dissertation providing major achievements of the presented

research and suggestions for future work.

10



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE SURVEY

This chapter presents a literature review of the existing methods related to the directive
beam scanning of a printed antenna. Section 2.1 presents the basics of antennas and the
work focusing on traditional beam scanning techniques of phased array antennas. Section
2.2 discusses cavity based antenna designs, followed by Section 2.3 where the details of

ferrite based antenna designs are discussed.

2.1 Background on Antennas

2.1.1 Antenna Fundamentals

Antennas act as an interface for propagating electromagnetic energy between the free
space and the guided medium. Different types of antennas, namely wire antennas, aperture
antennas, lens antennas etc. have been designed and used in literature. With the recent
advancement in electronics, printed antennas have taken the center stage. These antennas

are easy to design, fabricate and test, offering quick solutions to transmission needs.

11



Working with antennas requires a know-how of the basic design parameters [5], a review

of which, is presented in this section.

Antenna gain is defined as the radiation intensity (U) of an antenna in a given direction
relative to a hypothetical lossless isotropic antenna. Mathematically, antenna gain is related
to the input power (Pin) of the antenna as [5],

) U
Gain = 4m— 4
P in

Peak directivity of an antenna is defined as the ratio of an antenna’s radiation intensity

in a given direction to its radiation intensity in all directions [5] of the far-field infinite

sphere. Mathematically,

Directivity = 4m

)

rad

where Prad 1s the total radiated power of the antenna.

Antenna bandwidth is defined as the range of frequencies over with acceptable levels
of performance can be achieved. Depending of antenna application, -6 dB and -10 dB are

considered as standard when referring or calculating operational bandwidths in literature.

Radiated power is the amount of power in watts exiting an antenna. Mathematically,
radiated power, in terms of the electric field, £ and the magnetic field, H, over a surface is

computed as [5],

P4 = Re { j EXH" ds} (6)
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Incident power is the total amount of power incident on all port boundaries of an
antenna structure. For a single port loss-less antenna, the incident power, in terms of the

complex modal excitation a, is mathematically given as,

Pincident = Ialz (7

Radiation efficiency represents the antenna’s ability to radiate any amount of accepted

power, Pacc. Mathematically,

P, rad

Efficiency = (8)

acc

2.1.2 Beam Scanning of Phased Antenna Arrays

In traditional antenna arrays, multiple radiating elements are needed to change the
direction of the main beam. The total E-field of a microstrip phased antenna array can be

calculated by using pattern multiplication [5] as;

E(Total) = E(Single Element) X AF 9)
where, AF is the array factor, which is a function of patch separation distance and the
progressive phase distribution of the patch excitation signal. Thus, by varying the
separation between the array elements and introducing the progressive phase shift (f), the
direction of the main beam can be controlled. Mathematically, for an N element linear

antenna array the AF is given as [5] [13]:

N

AF = Zaiej(i"l)w (10)

i=1
d . o . . .
where, 1 = %COS 0, + B, B,is the direction of main beam, q; is the amplitude of the
exciting signal and d is the separation between adjacent patch antenna elements.
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To maximize the array factor, 1 = 0, hence,

B = kd cos 6, (11)

For a uniform phased array antenna, with a; = 1, introducing a progressive phase shift
requires phase shifters to be integrated with the array feeder. In reference [16], Goel
presented the design of an X-band four-element microstrip array, where all the monolithic
phase shifters and the radiating patches are fabricated on a single substrate. The design is
really complex, as variable degrees of phase shift have been realized by integrating shunt
resistors within the substrate, and external DC voltage are used to provide tuning ability.
A snap shot of the fabricated antenna array is shown in Fig. 2, where 10° beam scan required

an external voltage of 125V to be applied to the voltage divider network.

In reference [17], a coplanar waveguide continuous transverse stub (CPW-CTS) is used
to steer the main beam of a 2-element antenna array by + 20°. The dielectric layer used in
this work consists of alternating layers of ferrite and SiO2 making the antenna array less
lossy and providing good impedance matching. Chauraya et al. in [18] have used optically
illuminated electronic band gap structures (EBG) [19] to realize phase shifter network for

a 4-patch rectangular antenna array. The fabricated antenna array shows a change in the

Power distribution
network

Microstrip to CPW
transition with DC bloc

Phase Shifters

CPW to microstrip
transition

Patch antenna

(b)

Figure 2. Array antenna designed and fabricated in reference [16] (a) Top view, (b) bottom view.
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main beam direction by 15°, when the EBG based phase shifter is illuminated by light
emitting diodes (LEDs). Maximum power requirements for the optical phase shifter are
tested to be 22 mW at 1.65 V. Unlike the above mentioned techniques, Hu et al. in [20]
have presented the design of a phased antenna array, whereby the main beam is scanned
by integrating voltage control oscillators (VCOs). By adjusting the free running
frequencies of the VCOs, the main beam can be scanned between -26° to +10° in the

azimuthal plane.

A number of analog beam forming techniques involving the use of embedded resistive
and reactive components are presented in the literature [21]. These designs provide
beam/null scanning without the use of phase shifters. Electrically steerable passive array
radiator (ESPAR) antennas, consisting of a single active element and multiple adjacent
passive elements, are studied comprehensively in [22]. The reactance of the passive
elements is changed using varactor diodes to induce a phase shift causing a change in the
direction of the main beam. In [23], Dinger presented the design of a reactively steered
adaptive array (RSAA). The presented design comprises of one radiating element along
with two adjacent parasitic elements. The direction of the null (or the main beam) is steered
by controlling the varactor diodes that act as the reactive terminations of the parasitic
elements. A 40° beam scan using a 3-element ESPAR operating at 3 GHz is presented in
[24]. Rectangular patches are used as the antenna elements, where the center element is
active and the others are passive. Chip capacitors with pre-calculated capacitances are used
to reactively load the passive elements in order to steer the main beam. Kim et al. in [25]
have used 3-element circular ESPAR antenna array, which provides a wider half power

beam width (HPBW) and scan angles of + 37°. As opposed to the cited work on antenna
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arrays, Cao et al. in [26] achieved beam scan using a single patch antenna by defecting the
ground plane. A complementary split ring resonator (CSRR) is placed in the ground plane

to change the E-field phase, causing the main beam to change direction.

The above mentioned designs constitute only a fraction of all the studies available on
beam steering of phased antenna systems. Since the work presented in this thesis involves
the design of a linear array antenna, all the references cited so far involve beam scanning
in one plane (usually the E-plane). Multidirectional beam steering involving planar arrays
is also investigated by researchers in [27] [28] [29] [30] [31]. For the sake of simplicity
and the absence of multidirectional beam scanning in our work, the design details of planar

phased array antennas is not included.

A large number of the linear phase antenna array systems cited above use phase shifters
to attain the required progressive phase difference between the radiating elements. The
phase shifter-less designs found in literature either use passive elements (ESPARs) or
VCOs to change the E-field distribution of the radiating elements and cause the main beam

to change direction.

2.2 Cavity Based Antennas

C. Fabry and A. Perot devised an interferometer in 1899, which became known as the
Fabry-Perot (FP) interferometer or the FP etalon. The FP resonator was developed for
optical systems and comprises of a cavity formed between two partially reflecting surfaces
[32]. The light entering the etalon is reflected multiple times between the two mirrors. The

light passes through only when the multiple reflected waves combine in-phase and the
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constructively coupled light beam becomes strong enough to pass through the other surface

of the etalon. A diagram indicating the working of the FP etalon is shown in Fig. 3.

Semi-Reflecting
Surface

d

Fixed Movable
Mirror  Mirror

Figure 3. FP etalon with multiple reflections between partially reflecting cavity [33].

The concept of FPC was first used with antennas by Trentini [34]. He demonstrated an
increase in directivity when a partially reflecting plate was placed in the radiation path of
an open ended waveguide. Since Trentini, interest in the application of FP cavities for
microwave applications has increased considerably. In addition to directivity enhancement,
FPCs are also used for multi-frequency resonance. Fig. 1 shows a schematic side view of
an FPC. The top layer, known as the superstrate, can be specially designed to achieve the
different purposes mentioned earlier. Based on the leaky wave theorem, gain enhancement
using a dielectric superstrate is proposed in [35], where mathematical relationships are
derived to explain the radiation mechanism through superstrate. In [36], complete
mathematical analysis of the FPC is performed by Liu for different boundary conditions.
Directivity enhancement by using a uniform permittivity dielectric superstrate has been

presented in [37], where an enhancement of 10 dB was achieved as compared to an ordinary
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patch working at 3 GHz. A further increase in directivity by 1.8 dB was achieved by using
a graded-index permittivity superstrate. The FPC design presented in [38] is excited by a
7-patch array and used a superstrate layer consisting of dipole unit-cells. The results

demonstrated an increase of 3.16 dB in the directivity of the main beam in the E-plane.

The FPC does provide an enhancement in the directivity of the antenna but at the cost
of the antenna bandwidth. Hence, enhancing the directivity leads to extremely narrow
bandwidth antennas, which remain very sensitive to the input system frequency. The trade-
off between the directivity and the bandwidth suggests the usage of sparse antenna arrays
to provide a moderate increase in directivity, while preserving the operational bandwidth
[39] [40] [41]. Sparse or thinned antennas consist of lesser radiating elements with larger
inter-element spacing, which leads to simpler feed networks and lesser mutual coupling
between radiators. Thus, optimal excitation of an FPC using a thinned or sparse microstrip

linear array can considerably improve the antenna performances.

Using traditional phased array technique, the main beam of an FPC antenna can be
steered or scanned by exciting the cavity with uniform microstrip array with progressive
patch excitation phases (B). In the literature, Guo et al. have used an FPC array to scan the
main beam in the E-plane [42]. Varactor diodes are integrated into the ground plane to
obtain a beam scan of 35°, when powered between 4V to 18V. Attia et al. in [43] have used
a single patch antenna to excite an FPC with multilayer superstrate. He has scanned the
main beam of the FPC by unevenly positioning the superstrate. A high dielectric constant
superstrate, when physically moved along the E-plane of the antenna, caused the main
beam to steer £12°. Liu at al. in [44] have used tapered superstrate layers to enhance the

operational bandwidth of the antenna array by 7.9 %. In another design [45], tapered
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dielectric superstrate is used to design an ultra-wideband UWB antenna to excite the FPC.
This, in addition to Meta-material based superstrate, produced a directive beam scan with
limited scan angle. A meta-material based double-sided superstrate has been employed in
[46] to achieve beam scan. The superstrate comprises of a capacitive grid on one side and
an inductive grid on the other. The simulation and measurement results provided in the

paper show a sharp beam scan with optimized superstrate dimension.

Apart from FPC based antenna designs, a number of cavity based antennas have been
presented in literature that use the concept of cavity resonance. Foroozesh et. al in [47]
have presented the design of a highly reflective superstrate layer comprising of periodically
placed patches. A dipole antenna has been used to excite this cavity and a complete analysis
of the design and performance specifications of the said antenna has been done. The
designed antenna demonstrated an increased directivity of up to 20.07 dBi for the different
designs operating between 8.2 GHz to 8.9 GHz. The sole purpose of using a superstrate in
this work was to enhance the directivity of the antenna while providing frequency selective
operation. Ning et. al in [48] have presented the design of a bow-tie antenna operating in
the terahertz frequency range of 0.996 THz and 1.177 THz. By designing and placing a
silicon based hemispherical lens superstrate over the bow-tie antenna, a directivity

enhancement of 2 dBi.
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2.3 Ferrite based Antennas

Magnetized ferrite has been used as a substrate for a number of antenna designs found
in literature. The high magnetic permeability of unbiased ferrite leads to smaller patch
antenna dimensions resulting in antenna miniaturization. Magnetized ferrite can be used to
provide beam steering, frequency tuning, gain and bandwidth enhancements and switching

ability [49].

Lee et. al in [50] and [51] have used the ferrite substrate for miniaturizing microstrip
antennas. A 2-element multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) antenna specifically
designed for LTE applications has been miniaturized in [50]. The required separation
between the radiating elements for MIMO is achieved by using a high dielectric constant
and high permeability magnetic superstrate. A snap shot of the designed antenna is
provided in Fig. 4. The primary use of the ferrite substrate in this design was for antenna
miniaturization. Hence the substrate has been kept unbiased resulting in no tuning of the
operating characteristics. The results show a slight decrease in the gain of the radiators due

to the losses associated with the ferrite material.

Ferrite substrate : .
Antenna 1 Antenna 2

¥

Figure 4. 2-element miniaturized MIMO antenna over a ferrite substrate [S0].
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Using the same concept of miniaturization, a chip antenna has been presented in [51]. The
authors have shown that by inherently high ferromagnetic resonance frequency provided
by hexaferrites, even low permeability values can be used to achieve miniaturization. Kitra
et. al in [52] have used unbiased ferrite substrates to realize small antennas suitable for
handheld devices. In addition, an 88% reduction in the SAR has been observed by
employing ferrite substrate. Placement of a thin ferrite layer above a printed monopole
antenna has been shown to provide tunable impedance bandwidth in [53]. The authors have
demonstrated a 200% increase in the impedance bandwidth by placing a Ba-Co ferrite film

above the patch surface of a monopole antenna operating in the X-band.

Sigalov et. al in [54] have used tiny ferrite disks inside the substrate of a single MPA
to introduce frequency tunability along with polarization adjustment. It has been shown
that by changing the dimensions and the magnetic biasing of the ferrite disks, different
designs show frequency tunability of between 2.8 GHz to 3.2 GHz. A number of other
antenna designs [55] [56] have also used magnetized ferrite disks inside the substrate to
realize frequency tunability while providing complete mathematical analysis of the

radiated fields of the designed structure.

One of the earliest designs incorporating beam scanning using ferrite superstrate was
presented by Henderson et. al in [57]. The design used a ferrite slab placed directly over
the single radiating patch antenna. A beam scan of up to 15° was achieved when the ferrite
superstrate was biased. Additionally, the authors also noted that placing the ferrite slab
directly above the radiating patch degraded the antenna gain unless the ferrite was biased.
Thus, an initial biasing was necessary to ensure the antenna gain was not affected. A 2-

patch antenna array with the feed network fabricated on ferrite is presented in [58]. Biasing
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the ferrite substrate of the feeding network changes the phase of the feed signal, resulting
in a progressive phase shift fed to the radiating elements. A beam scan of up to 40° is

achieved using this design.

More recently, 3D ceramic substrates called low-temperature co-fired ceramics
(LTCC) [59] have come into use for antenna applications [60] . Shamim et. al in [61] have
presented the design of single patch antenna based on an LTCC ferrite substrate. Use of
the LTCC enables embedding the biasing coils inside the substrate, resulting in a 95%
decrease in the dimensions of the antenna. The authors in [61] have used ferrite to tune the

frequency of the designed antenna.

2.4 Conclusion

Among the numerous beam scanning antennas found in literature, majority of the
techniques involve traditional phased array mechanism. The issue of integrating phase
change circuitry onto the antenna substrate presents serious coupling issues and extremely
proper design is required for accurate performance. A number of designs have been
presented where passive components have been embedded inside the substrate of the
antennas for additional control of the signal phase. This method requires specialized
fabrication facilities to achieve the goal of phase control. Cavity based antennas have been
thoroughly investigated before, however, the main function of the cavities has been
enhancement in directivity, operation bandwidth or the efficiency of the antennas.
Although thinned FPC have been studied in literature, beam scan has always been achieved
by, either using traditional technique or by employing mechanically moving superstrates.

Due to the high SLLs seen with scanning FPCs, beam scanning using the traditional method
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is not generally preferred. High permeability ferrite has been used for miniaturization as
well as frequency and bandwidth tuning. Use of LTCC-ferrite coils have shown to reduce
external biasing issues but no design with embedded LTCCs for antenna arrays is available.

From the literature search done in this chapter, no FPC with ferrite superstrates was found.
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CHAPTER 3

MICROWAVE FERRITES

Externally magnetized ferrite control devices rely on the interaction of the microwave
(MW) signal and the spinning electrons of ferrites. This gyromagnetic interaction mainly
depends on the external magnetizing field and can change the insertion magnitude and
phase of the MW signal. A thorough understanding of the physical phenomenon related to

gyromagnetic interaction is essential in developing the mathematical expressions of,

1- The relationship between the magnetizing field and the spinning electron in the

form of an equation of motion.

2- The MW propagation within the magnetized anisotropic ferrite material having a

tensor permeability and scalar permittivity.

3- The characteristic equations of a magnetized ferrite geometry (disk or rod),

commonly used in microwave control devices, like circulators, phase shifters etc.

This chapter aims to provide a review of the mathematical derivations related to above

steps. Section 3.1 details an overview of the types of magnetism provided by magnetized
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microwave ferrites. Section 3.2 derives the equation of motion related to magnetized ferrite
material. Sections 3.3 and 3.4 presents the characteristic equation of an axially magnetized
ferrite rod, derived by substituting the permeability tensor and the boundary conditions
within the Maxwell’s equation and mode charts are also plotted. Section 3.5 presents a
parametric simulation of magnetized ferrite rods in controlled environment providing a link
between the analytical results of Section 3.4 and the simulation models. MATLAB codes
are developed to solve the characteristic equation and plot the mode charts of the
magnetized ferrite rod. This allowed the determination of the optimum (low-loss) operating
region for the ferrite material and avoid the lossy resonance region. These analytically
calculated mode charts are later used to validate the related HFSS model of the ferrite

geometry.

3.1 Magnetic Properties of Ferrites

The presented work relies heavily on the application of magnetized ferrite material and
its interaction with MW signals. Hence, it is of utmost importance to understand the

fundamentals associated with the magnetic properties of ferrites.

Magnetism relates to the magnetic moment of a free atom [62], which, in turn depends
on orbital and the spin motion of the valence electrons of a material and the way the
electrons interact with each other with respect to their own spin. There are three
fundamental forces that constitute the magnetic moment of an atom; namely, the spin of
the electrons, the angular momentum of the electron circling the nucleus, and the orbital

momentum induced by an external magnetic field. Magnetic materials are classified on the
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basis of their response to an applied magnetic field, either AC or DC. The extent of
magnetism is determined by how the individual magnetic moments interact as the applied
magnetic field persists over time. Mathematically, the magnetization (M) is defined as the

magnetic moment per unit volume and is related to the magnetic susceptibility, y, through

equation (12), where B is the magnetic field intensity.

Y= B (12)

Magnetic behavior of materials can be classified into four classes: diamagnetic,
paramagnetic, ferromagnetic, and ferrimagnetic. Diamagnetism, although very weak, is a
fundamental property of all matter [63]. It is a temporary phenomenon, which exists only
as long as an external magnetic field is applied. Individual atoms inside a diamagnetic
substance have no net magnetic moments; no free/unbounded electrons exist. Magnetic
moments inside a diamagnetic material are very weak and pointed in a direction opposite
to that of the applied field, resulting in negative values of the magnetization vector.
Diamagnetic materials are generally characterized by constant negative susceptibility
values, resulting due to a negative magnetism produced under the action of an external
magnetizing field. Physically speaking, ionic crystals and inert gases are diamagnetic,
because of the absence of any valence electrons, where magnetization is due to the orbital
motion of the electrons. All nonmagnetic materials including semiconductors like Si, Ge,

GaAs, etc. are diamagnetic, unless doping with excessive n- or p-type materials is done.

Para-magnetism arises due to the presence of an odd number of valence electrons in an
atom, resulting in a net spin moment [64]. According to Langevin’s theory [65], under the

action of an external magnetic field, the randomly oriented individual atomic magnetic
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moments spirally align with the applied DC magnetizing field. Consequently, a para-
magnetic material demonstrates low magnetization in the direction of the applied field,
hence yielding a small but positive y. Magnetism in diamagnetic and paramagnetic
materials exists only as long as the external magnetic field persists, hence, such type of
materials are generally considered as non-magnetic in nature. Transition metals like cobalt,
iron and nickel are examples of naturally occurring paramagnetic materials. Like the
diamagnetic materials, paramagnetic materials show a linear relationship between B and H

with a comparatively higher slope as show in Fig. 5.

= = = Dijamagnetic
Paramagnetic

Flux density, B

Magnetic field stregth, H
Figure S. Schematic representation of B-H curve for diamagnetic and paramagnetic materials.
Ferromagnetism exists in materials with an inherent lattice shape molecular structure,
such that a net magnetization exists even in the absence of an external magnetic field.
Mutual coupling interactions between the magnetic moments of adjacent atoms inside a
ferromagnetic material result in a net magnetic moment even when no external field is

applied. The individual magnetic moments inside a ferromagnetic material interact
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strongly with each other in the presence of an external magnetizing field and result in large
values of y. At or below certain temperature (Curie temperature, T¢), naturally occurring

elements like iron, cobalt and nickel show ferromagnetic behavior, which changes to
paramagnetism beyond Tc. In some materials, the alignment of magnetic moments of
adjacent atoms is completely opposite and tend to cancel each other, resulting in
antiferromagnetism. Manganese oxide (MnQO) shows antiferromagnetic behavior below its
respective Tc. The molecular arrangement of this compound is such that the O ions have
no net magnetic moment, the Mn?* ions, however, have a crystal arrangement such that the

magnetic moments of adjacent atoms are anti-parallel resulting in no net moment.

Ferrimagnetic materials, such as, ferrites (Fe203) exhibit similar magnetic properties to
ferromagnetic materials. The complex molecular structure of ferrimagnetic materials
allows the atomic moments to parallely align themselves in some parts of the sub-lattice,
whereas in other parts show anti-parallel alignment. These different alignment regions
result in magnetic domains within a ferrimagnetic material. The factor that differentiates
these materials is that the domains inside a ferrimagnetic material show a net positive
moment resulting in comparatively lower saturation magnetization values (Ms), as
compared to ferromagnetic materials. Fig. 6 shows a pictorial representation of the atomic

moments inside the different type of magnetic materials.

NA e U T

Figure 6. Graphical representation of magnetic moment of atoms for (a) paramagnetic, (b)
ferromagnetic, (c) anti-ferromagnetic and (d) ferrimagnetic materials — the direction of the arrow
indicates the direction of the magnetic moment and the length indicates its magnitude.
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3.2 Motion of Electron within Magnetized Ferrites

Based on the torque and the angular momentum of a spinning electron, the general
equation of motion within a magnetized ferrite material is derived in this Section. When
magnetized with an external DC biasing field (Ho), the magnetic moments resulting from
the spinning electrons spirally align towards the axis of Ho, as shown in Fig. 7.

Normal Axis of

Rotation
A
~ e ~ N
S~ d _
m
External Bias, Ho
Spinning
Electron
S

Figure 7. Spinning electron under the influence of an external magnetizing field, Ho.

In the absence of Ho, the electron spins around its normal axis of rotation with the
magnetic moment, m, directed along the axis. Under the application of an external magnetic
field, Ho, in a plane perpendicular to the plane of the spinning electron, a net torque acts on
the electron causing m to change direction resulting in a precessional motion of the

spinning electron. Fig. 7 depicts the precessional motion of the electron under Ho. The
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torque on a spinning electron due to Ho is a cross product of the magnetic moment and the
applied DC field [66]. Mathematically, the vector representation of torque is given by (13)
as,

T=pumxH, (13)

The spin angular momentum of a spinning electron, S, is given by,

s= D (14)

2
Where 7% is the reduced Plank’s constant with a numerical value, # = 1.054 x 10734 J.s.
The magnetic moment, m, and the spin angular momentum, S, are related through a
constant y as,

m=—yS§ (15)

The negative sign shows that the angular momentum is in opposite direction to that of the

magnetic moment as shown in Fig. 7 as well. Rewriting (13) in terms of S,

T = —u,ySxH, (16)
dm
= THemx H, {17

For (17), the fact that torque is the rate of change of angular momentum

ds d . . . .
(T == —)l/d—?) has been used. Using Cartesian coordinate system and with the

supposition that the applied DC magnetic bias, Ho, is directed along the z-axis, solution of
(17) yields the following system of second order homogeneous differential equations.
Intermediate steps have been skipped here and can be found in Appendix A-1.

d*m,
dt?
dzmy
dt?

+ w?m, =0

(18)

+ wim, =0
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Solution of (18) yields the respective components of the magnetic moment of the single
electron as,
m, = Acosw,t
m, = Asinw,t (19)
m,=2B
A and B are constants and w,is the natural precession frequency of the electron and is a

function of the ferrite material.

Assuming N number of individual electrons inside the ferrite material, each having
distinct magnetic moment m; (for i = 1,2, ... N), the net magnetization of the material per

unit volume, V, is given by (20),

N
i=1 mi

AV

M = (20)

Under the influence of a strong enough H,, all magnetic moments (m:’s) tend to align
themselves with the direction of the externally applied DC field. At saturation, the
magnitude as well as the directions of all the individual magnetic moments will be the

same, thus generalizing (20) as,

M= Nm 1)

Hence the macroscopic form of the general equation of motion is written as,

aMm
T —HoYM X H (22)

where H represents both the AC and DC components of the magnetic field. When placed
in the path of a transmitting RF signal, the magnetic field of the RF signal contributes to

the AC part of H.
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When the operating frequency of the transmitting RF signal matches the natural
precession frequency of the ferrite material, maximum energy transfer occurs. This
condition gives rise to the lossy resonance region of the ferrite material. So, for any
meaningful control of the propagating MW signal, ferrites are magnetized to operate either

below or above resonance regions.

3.3 Polder Permeability Tensor

Permeability of any material represents its reaction to an applied magnetic field.
Generally, permeability is defined as the ratio between the magnetic flux, B, and the

magnetic field, H. Mathematically,

B = pouH (23)
where p, and p,- are the respective permeability in free space and the relative permeability
of the material. Due to the changing direction of the magnetic moment, ferrite materials
exhibit anisotropic behavior with respect to the applied external DC biasing. Because of
this inherent anisotropy, the permeability of ferrite is no longer a scalar value.

Mathematically the relation in (23), for ferrites, can be expressed as,

B = [u]H (24)
where [u] represents a matrix. When a biased ferrite is placed in the path of transmitting
RF signals, the RF signal tends to disturb the natural precession motion of the atoms.
Mathematically, the total magnetic field, H;, and the total magnetization, M,, for a ferrite

material biased by a DC field acting in the Z (axial) direction can be represented by (25),
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Ht = H02 + h
where H, is the external DC field, 4 is the magnetic field contribution from the RF signal,
M, i1s the DC magnetization and m is the AC magnetization caused as a result of A.

Substituting (25) into the general equation of motion (22) derived in Section 3.2 we get,

dM

E = —MOY(M02 + m) X (Hoﬁ + h) (26)

Assuming h.<<H, and m-<<M, and ignoring the cross component product terms due to

negligible amplitudes, (26) can be simplified as,

dM,
Pl —woMy, + wy H,y
dM
_dty = woMy — wnHy (27)
dM,
=0
dt

where, M,, M), and M, are the x-, y- and the z-components of the magnetic moment, w, =

UoYHo and w,,, = pu,yM,. A detailed step-by-step derivation is provided in Appendix A-2.

For time-varying H and M, (27) can be transformed as,
joMy = —woM,, + vy, H

y

joM, = —w M, — w, Hy (28)
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Simultaneous solution of the linear systems of equations in (28) yields the following

results,

. W Wy, WoWm 29
My=—Jgr et gz 2ty =
M,=0

Using the internal magnetic components derived in (29), the tensor permeability or the
Polder permeability matrix can be derived by using the general relationship of (30) for
ferrite materials,
B = u,(M + H) (30)
M,

B=,L£O My + H
M,

Wow . 0w
[ = J p = 0] w

wWwWm Wo W OIH + H

(€1))

0 0 0

WoWm . WWy 0
w3-w? w3-w?
For simplicity, substituting y = | _ j WOm_ - Do¥m  qfin(31),

wi-w?  wi-w?

0 0 0

B=yu,(x+DH

Hence, the permeability matrix, [u] = u,(x + 1) (32)
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[ waw w W )
<1+—0 m) j—5——= 0

wE — w? wé — w? (33)
(1] = o L Wwy, WoWy,
= 1+———75) 0
0 0 1
N . wWow wWwWm . N
Substituting u =1+———- and kK =——5 in (33) gives us the general Polder
wi—w w§—w

permeability matrix for a ferrite material in (34) [66],

po jk 0
(] = 1o [—jk u 0] (34)
0 0 1

The permeability tensor of (34) is derived for the assumption that the applied DC
magnetic field, Ho is axially directed along the z-axis. Any change in the direction of Ho
would result in a different mathematical analysis producing a different permeability matrix.
As observed from the values of u and k, the permeability of ferrite depends on the DC
biasing field, the frequency of the RF signal and the natural precession frequency of the

material.

3.4 Operating Conditions for Magnetized Ferrite Rods

In order to use the ferrite material (either rods or disks) to control the EM wave
propagation, its low-loss operating regions needs to be identified to avoid lossy resonance
region. As per Section 3.3, changing the magnetizing field allows controlling EM wave
propagation through ferrite material, when it is operating away from lossy resonance
region. Thus, for adequate transmission of EM wave through the ferrite material, it needs

to be magnetized in the low loss operating region, either below or above the ferromagnetic
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resonance. In this research work, a ferrite rod is used to introduce controlled phase delay
to the propagating microwave (MW) signal. So characteristic equations related to axially

magnetized ferrite rod is reproduced for magnetic side wall boundary.

3.4.1 Characteristic Equation of a Ferrite Rod with Magnetic Side-Wall

This section provides the derivation details of the characteristic equation and also
provides the theoretical resonance regions for the ferrite material. To keep the text concise,
some of the mathematical steps have been skipped here but can be found in Appendix A-
3. For a plane wave travelling in the +z-direction, using the Suhl and Walker [67] [68]
technique to split up the field vectors into transverse and normal components gives us the

following field equations,

E= (E,+E,2) e /F?
H= (H,+ H,2) e JF?
ol > _]BZ
B= (B;+B,Z) e (35)
= .th +jK(2 X Ht) + .quzz

Solving (35) with appropriate boundary conditions eventually leads to the characteristic
equation as presented in (36) [66], derivation details can be found in Appendix A-3.

]n,(SlR) _ KOZ Uerf&Er — .Bz +]n,(52R) _ KOZ Uerf&r — .82
JnGiR) |t Jn(s2R) 72

S1 S2
_ Kknp? s%—slz}_ 36
o (Goeh) .
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3.4.2 Operating Regions of Axially Magnetized Ferrite Rod

In order to select low loss operating regions for a given ferrite material, it is important
to look into the field-frequency representation of the mode charts. The mode chart provides
a relationship between the interaction of the MW signal and the spinning electrons of the
ferrite and allow the selection of the operating regions that provide best compromise
between single loss and external tenability. For our work, a low-loss calcium vanadium
garnet type of ferrite (Y220) rod with &=15.4, Ms=155.2 KA/m, AH=10 Oe and R=3mm
has been selected. Using the characteristic equation (36) derived in Section 3.4.1, a cut-off
related to Y220 ferrite rod has been plotted in Fig. 8. The yellow marked region in Fig. 8§,
indicates the lossy resonance region of the ferrite material. For an operating frequency of
10 GHz, analytical solutions of Fig. 8 clearly illustrate that the resonance region starts from
285 kA/m and continues till 440 kA/m. Hence, a lossless operation can be achieved if the

ferrite is magnetized to operate either below 285 kA/m or above 440 kA/m.

2.5

Frequency (Hz)
P

0.5

H,, (A/m)

Figure 8. Mode chart for the Y220 ferrite cylinder with R =3mm, M; = 155 kA/m, AH=10 Oe and
er=15.4.
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At a fixed Ho= 200 kA/m (below resonance), the B-f curves for TEam modes are plotted
in Fig. 9. Note that TEo1 mode cuts-off just below 10 GHz, as also predicted by the field-
frequency curve of Fig. 8. The changes in phase constant within the ferrite rod with
changing operating frequency is clear from this figure. Similar B—Ho curve for a fixed
operating frequency of 10 Ghz is plotted in Fig. 10. For the selected ferrite material, these
charts allow the selection of a low-loss operating region, where larger changes in insertion
phase can be achieved with relatively small changes in biasing field. In Fig. 10, the yellow
shaded region represents the lossy resonance region, where EM waves are mostly absorbed
by the ferrite material through maximum gyro-magnetic interaction. Note that close to
resonance region boundaries, the maximum changes in the phase constant (f) can be

produced with minimal changes external biasing field.
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Figure 9. B(rad/sec)—f curve for a fixed external magnetizing field of 200 kA/m for an axially
magnetized Y220 ferrite rod with &=15.4, Ms=155.181 KA/m and R=3mm.
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Figure 10. B(rad/sec)—f curve for a fixed external magnetizing field of 200 kA/m for an axially
magnetized Y220 ferrite rod with &=15.4, Ms=155.181 KA/m and R=3mm.

So selecting the operating region of ferrite material for certain control action needs a
compromise between the acceptable losses and the requirement of external magnetizing
field. Since large magnetizing field requires large external magnets, often tailored ferrite

materials with low resonance region are desired.

3.5 Gyro-Magnetic Properties of Magnetized Ferrite

In Section 3.4, characteristic equation of an axially magnetized ferrite rod with
magnetic side wall boundaries were used to plot the cutoff charts and phase constants (p)
with respect to changing axial magnetizing fields. These charts are used here to determine
the low loss operating region. Since biasing the ferrite cylinders requires the use of
electromagnets; optimized solenoid coils are needed to maintain a balance between size of

the coil and the input current requirement. To analyze and understand the gyromagnetic
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interaction of axially magnetized ferrite rod and propagating EM waves, a biased ferrite
rod has been analyzed with the help of a rectangular waveguide. By selecting a waveguide
with a very low cut-off frequency, two different HFSS simulations schemes have been used
to observe the effect of biased ferrite rod on the transmission characteristics of the RF
signal. The first simulation setup (setup 1) involves observing the transmitted signal by
placing the ferrite rod inside the chosen waveguide, a schematic diagram of setup 1 is
shown in Fig. 11. Simulation setup 2, involves placing the magnetized ferrite rod within a
propagating EM wave between two rectangular waveguides, as shown by the schematic in
Fig. 12. The simulation results of setup-1 represent guided environment, whereas, setup-2
includes the effects of free space loss and mimics the actual placement of ferrite over the

antenna as desired in this work.

RF Signal

Y220 Ferrite

Port 1 Port 2

> cylinder

(@)

(b)

Figure 11. HFSS simulation model for setup 1 with ferrite cylinder inside a 10 GHz waveguide (a)
Side view and, (b) Cross-sectional view.
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Figure 12. HFSS simulation model for setup 2 - ferrite rod in free space between waveguides.

A WR110 metallic waveguide with a cutoff frequency of 6.5 GHz is selected for both

setups to operate at 10 GHz. The transmission characteristics of the waveguide are shown

in Fig. 13.
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Figure 13. Magnitude of transmission (S21) and reflection (S11) coefficients for the Waveguide.

For setup 1, a Y220 ferrite cylinder with radius '#" and length '/’ is suspended in the

center of the waveguide using a dielectric material with &=1 (foam). Port 1 is used to excite

the waveguide with a 10 GHz signal and the output is observed on Port 2 as indicated in
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Fig. 11. Unlike the analytical results presented in Chapter 3, HFSS can only provide f at
the ports (port 1 and 2 in our waveguide case). This, unfortunately, is not same as the
analytical technique, where the P is calculated at the edge of the ferrite cylinder, which
highlights the affects due to the ferrite rod only. To overcome this issue, the transmission
coefficient of the waveguide has been taken as a measure of the signal transmitted through
the ferrite. Fig. 14 shows the simulated transmission coefficient (magnitude and phase) for
both setup-1 and setup-2. Note that between 220kA/m and 250 kA/m, the magnitude as
well as the phase of the transmitted signal starts to decline abruptly due to lossy
gyromagnetic resonance. This resonance region is also plotted in the analytical results of
Chapter 3. The difference between the magnetic biasing corresponding to analytical and
simulated resonances of Fig. 10 and Fig. 14 is due to the generation of standing waves
within the rectangular waveguide. Note that the best transmission response is observed
between magnetic biasing of 150 KA/m and 210 KA/m, where the |[S21>0.905 dB and the
change of phase of £S21 = 57°.

A complete parametric study of the ferrite cylinder and its effect on the transmitted
signal is done in the following sub-sections to determine the optimum dimensions of the

ferrite cylinder.
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Figure 14. Magnitude and phase of the transmission coefficient for a rectangular waveguide, (a) case
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1 — ferrite cylinder inside the waveguide, (b) Case 2 — ferrite cylinder in free-space.
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3.5.1 Variation of Ferrite Cylinder Radius (r)

A comparison of the transmission characteristics of the two simulation cases presented in
Fig. 14 reveals that the variation in the magnitude as well as the phase follows the same
trend. The transmitted signal loss observed in Fig. 14(b) is due to the signal propagation in
free space. Considering the simplicity of the simulation setup of case 1, case 1 has been
chosen for a thorough investigation of the ferrite behavior. To investigate the effects of the
radius, the ferrite cylinder is placed in the center of the waveguide and is axially biased
with external DC magnetized field of 0 (unbiased case) to 300 kA/m. The phase and
magnitude of the transmitted signal for changing biasing field is plotted in Fig. 15. It is
observed that with increasing radius of the ferrite cylinder, the resonance region tends to
increase. Such as, for » = Imm resonance region occurs between 210 kA/m to 225 kA/m,
whereas for » = Smm the resonance region occurs between 210 kA/m to 290 kA/m.
Observing the magnitude curve of Fig. 14(a), it is clear that smaller ferrite (» = 1mm)
allows constant transmission in the low-loss region below resonance, whereas increasing
radius deteriorates the transmitted signal. The worst case is observed for a thick ferrite (r
= 5mm), where several high loss and low loss regions (I, Il and III in Fig. 15) are observed
below resonance. A view of the S21 phase of Fig. 15(b) shows that for a thinner ferrite
cylinder (» = 1mm), the phase of the received signal remains constant throughout the low
loss regions. As the radius is increased the phase starts to change smoothly with increasing
biasing values. For » = 3mm, the phase increases sharply as the biasing approaches the
resonance region, which is what is actually required for a practically working system. In
other words, when operating closer to the resonance region, a small change in the biasing
causes a big variation in the phase of the transmitted signal. This, however, is not the case
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when » = Smm is used; multiple regions of sudden increase in phase are observed even at
lower Hdc values. Thus a thicker ferrite provides better phase variations at lower Hdc values

but also attenuates a large portion of the signal going through it.
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Figure 15. Transmission coefficient (Sz1) for a ferrite loaded waveguide (a) Magnitude and (b) Phase
- for ferrite cylinder having fixed length, / = 20mm and variable radius, r.
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3.5.2 Variation of Ferrite Cylinder Length (/)

For this study the radius, 7, of the ferrite cylinder is fixed to 3mm and the length, /, of
the cylinder is varied to see its effect on the transmitted signal. Fig. 16 shows the results
for this case. With a fixed radius, the resonance region remains the same regardless of the
cylinder length; as observed from the analytical expression of (36). Fig. 16 shows that a
smaller ferrite cylinder causes higher signal attenuation at lower biasing values and the
phase variation in the transmitted signal is also not considerable. As '/’ is increased, the
cylinder starts to transmit higher signal values even at lower biasing and the phase
variations also become steep, particularly near the resonance region (Fig. 16(b)). Although
a longer cylinder provides the best magnitude and phase response, it is not practically
feasible to use large ferrites based superstrate, as the antenna profile increases and makes

the design bulky to employ.
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Figure 16. Transmission coefficient (S21) for a ferrite loaded waveguide (a) Magnitude and (b) Phase
- for ferrite cylinder having fixed radius, r = 3mm and variable length, /.

The ferrite dimensions that provide maximum signal transmission as well as the highest
phase variation at lower biasing values are most desired. From Section 3.5.1, it is observed
that a thicker ferrite cylinder provides better transmission and higher phase variation well
below the resonance region (indicated by Region I in Fig. 15). Operating regions II and III
can be used as well but require significantly higher biasing values for acceptable
transmission and meaningful phase variations. Similarly considering the length, /,
variations presented in Fig. 16, it is observed that a longer ferrite provides good
transmission at lower biasing values. However, the phase variation is the sharpest near the
resonance regions. Based on the above mentioned conclusions, the best choice is to use the

thickest (high ) and the longest (high /) ferrite cylinders. Since ferrites require coils to be
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wrapped around them for biasing, a thicker ferrite is usually not desired since most of the
signal path is blocked by the winding. Similarly, a taller ferrite cylinder makes the antenna
profile larger and bulky and has to be avoided. Based on the pros and cons discussed earlier,

r=3mm and / = 20mm has been selected with operating regions II and III.

3.6 Conclusion

Gyromagnetic interaction between the RF-fields and the ferrite material result in a
change in the properties of the signal. The anisotropic behavior of ferrite is characterized
by the polder permeability matrix which shows a dependence of permeability on the RF-
signal frequency, the saturation magnetization of the ferrite material and the externally
applied DC magnetic field. From the characteristic equation of the ferrite rod with a radius
R, mode charts suggesting low-loss biasing regions are obtained. These mode charts
suggest highly lossy performance between 285 kA/m to 410 kA/m for a 10 GHz RF signal.
Plotting the B-H charts provides the actual analytical operating region to be either below
210 kA/m or above 300 kA/m. A parametric study of the HFSS simulation models of the
ferrite rods suggest a change in the transmission magnitude as well as the phase for
changing magnetizing field. A thicker ferrite (higher R) tends to provide better transmission
as well as higher phase variation at lower magnetizing fields, whereas, a longer ferrite rod

(high /) tends to have steeper phase variation only close to resonance.

48



CHAPTER 4

FERRITE SUPERSTRATE BASED PHASE

CONTROL OF RADIATED WAVE

The gyromagnetic interaction between ferrite superstrate and the radiated EM waves
can introduce externally controllable phase delay, which in turn can change the radiation
characteristics of the antenna. Thus, placing axially magnetized ferrite cylinder on top of a
patch antenna can produce beam scan. To achieve maximum scan angle with minimum
change in external biasing, the ferrite dimensions and placement of the ferrite disk is
essential. This chapter presents a detailed investigation into the gyromagnetic properties of
an externally magnetized rod. As a proof of concept, two ferrite rods are used to realize a
superstrate that can introduce beam scanning characteristics of a single 10GHz patch
antenna. This chapter is organized as follows; Section 4.1 presents the tunable magnitude
and phase properties of magnetized ferrite, design of a microstrip patch antenna with a
magnetized ferrite superstrate is presented in Section 4.2, design of an FPC excited by a 10
GHz microstrip patch antenna is presented in Section 4.3, and the chapter closes with a

conclusion in Section 4.4.
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4.1 Phase Properties of the Radiated Wave

The parametric study presented in Section 3.5 demonstrates the performance of the
longitudinally biased ferrite in a loss-less environment. It is noted that the magnetized
ferrite cylinder with dimensions of » = 3mm and / = 20mm provides the best transmission
magnitude and phase response. In order to demonstrate the phase delay properties of the
axially magnetized ferrite rod, it is employed as a superstrate of a microstrip patch antenna.
The composite ferrite-foam superstrate consisted of two ferrite cylinders embedded within
a foam material. The beam scanning capability of this superstrate is investigated for

continuously changing external biasing fields.

In a uniform phased array antenna, scanning the main beam requires patch excitation
signals with same magnitude and progressive phase (B) distribution. Typically, phase
shifters are used to produce the required 3 needed to steer the main beam in the direction
of 0o, as per standard array factor equations [1]. For a 2-element linear phased array antenna
with patch separation of 0.5, the relationship between main beam directions and the phase
distribution of the radiated E-fields are plotted in Fig. 17. This figure shows that a phase
taper of 6.5°, 14.1° and 99° is needed to steer the main beam towards 6 = 100°, 110° and
120° in the broadside, respectively. These phase taper values are calculated by taking the
difference between the actual phase values at the middle of the patches on the observation

lines.

Since the ferrite does change the phase of the signal passing through it, using two biased

ferrite cylinders in the radiation region of the antenna can produce the phase taper similar
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to the one shown in Fig. 17. Hence the ferrite superstrate has to be carefully designed and

placed optimally within the radiation region of the antenna for it to affect the main beam

direction.
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Figure 17. E-field phase distribution for different directions of the main beam for a 2-element PAA.

4.2 Ferrite Superstrate loaded Microstrip Antenna

4.2.1 Design of Ferrite Loaded Microstrip Patch Antenna

A single coaxially fed MPA is designed to operate at 10GHz. To introduce beam
scanning, the MPA is loaded with a superstrate layer comprising of two optimally located
magnetized ferrite rods. Fig. 18 shows the designed microstrip antenna on a Duroid
substrate (&=2.2, w=1) and loaded with two Y220 ferrite rods (e=15.4, wocHo) as an air-
ferrite superstrate. The optimized dimensions of the antenna are: & _sub = 1.6 mm, W_ferr

= 40mm, L ferr = 40mm, W p = 85mm and L p = 8.72mm. Since ferrite loading
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introduced a cavity between the air-ferrite superstrate and the patch radiator, minimizing the
cavity resonance is important for this non-Fabry-Perot cavity (non-FPC) model. Using

professional software (HFSS), the reflection coefficients (Si11) of the simple MPA and the

ferrite superstrate loaded (non-FPC) antenna is plotted in Fig. 19.
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Figure 18. Magnetized ferrite loaded patch antenna (non-FPC) (a) Top view, and (b) Side view.
Note that both the antennas demonstrate an impedance bandwidth of 723 MHz,
maximum gain of 6.69 dB for the simple MPA and 6.58 dB for the ferrite superstrate loaded

MPA in the broad side direction (60=90°) with HPBW of approximately 60° in the E-plane.
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Figure 19. Simulated reflection characteristics of loaded and simple microstrip patch antenna (MPA).

4.2.2 Radiation Response of the Ferrite Loaded Microstrip

Antenna

Determining the correct location (x_f, #) and the dimensions (d_f, /_f) of the ferrite
rods is important to achieve acceptable gain and required beam scanning properties. For
Y220 ferrite material with &=15.4, 4tMs=1950 Gauss and AH=10 Oe, a comprehensive
parametric analysis of the four variables; x_f, 4, d fand h_f, is done to determine the best
position and dimensions for the ferrite rods. The results of the parametric sweep
simulations are provided in Fig. 20. In order to simulate the ferrite loaded structure, both
the ferrite rods (1 and 2 in Fig. 18) are biased with an external magnetic field in the + z
direction. Biasing both rods 1 and 2 simultaneously with the same amount of Ho did not

produce any beam scan. However, when rods 1 and 2 are biased with different values of
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Figure 20. Amount of beam scan (degrees) and the maximum gain for variaition in (a) d_f (b) h_f (¢)
h and (d) x_f, dotted green line for gain and solid blue line for beam scan angle.

magnetic field (Ho1 and Hoz, respectively), a beam scan proportional to the differential
magnetic field between Hor and Hoz is achieved. So to achieve a notable beam scan, one of

the ferrite rods is kept unbiased (Hoi=0), while the other one (Ho2) is varied.

Fig. 20(a) plots the changing radiation parameters of the antenna with varying diameter
(d_f) of the ferrite rods. For fixed values of the height (h_f=20mm) and separation (x_f=
20mm), increasing the diameter of the ferrite rods from 3mm to 6 mm produces a total scan
angle of 26° for AHo= 0.16T (127 kA/m). Note that, the gain of the antenna remains
constant for the whole range of the biasing field. But a further increase in d_f reduced the
antenna gain without improving the scan angle. Considering the parametric sweep for
ferrite length (h_f) in Fig. 20(b), it is clear that a taller ferrite rod offers more beam scan
compared to shorter ones. However, this also increases the antenna dimension in addition
to reducing the antenna gain for a given value of Ho2. As an optimum value, h_f=20mm
is selected as it produces a maximum beam scan angle of 26° with nearly constant antenna

gain of 7.8 dB.
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In Fig. 20(c), it is clear that increasing the spacing ‘h’ between the antenna aperture
and the ferrite rod tends to decrease the scan angle. This is due to the formation of the
partially resonant cavity between the patch aperture and the ferrite rod. Increasing or
decreasing the size of this resonant cavity results in excitation of different modes which
affects the scan angles of the antenna. The parameter value of h = 16mm is chosen as it

offers a good beam scan while provided the highest gain throughout our sweep (AHo2).

Since beam scan of the designed antenna depends on the interaction of the radiated E-
fields and the ferrite rods, optimum positioning of the ferrite rods is important to maximize
the phase taper and antenna gain. In Fig. 20(d), it is clear that higher value of x_f or placing
the ferrite rods closer to the edges provides higher beam scans at the cost of reduced antenna
gain. Note that x f=20mm provides the best compromise between the scan angle and
antenna gain for AHo>= 0.16T (127 kA/m). From the parametric analysis, it is observed that
a higher interaction of the RF signal with the ferrite rod results in higher values of beam
scan and a relatively higher signal loss as well. Based on the theory of the magnetized ferrite
material presented in Section 3.1, the thicker (high d_f) or the longer (high h_f) the ferrite
rod, the higher the number of magnetic dipoles inside the material. A higher number of
oriented magnetic dipoles result in an increased interaction with the passing RF signal;
resulting in a larger change in the phase of the signal eventually leading to higher beam
scan. One of the issues observed with thicker and larger ferrite rods is higher energy transfer
from the RF signal to the precessing dipoles causing a decrease in the antenna directivity as

noticed in Fig. 20.

Thus, based on the parametric analysis, the chosen values that offer the best scan angle
with highest antenna gain are: h f=20mm, x f=20mm, d f= 6mm and h = 16mm. It
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must be noted here that although we set Hoi1 = 0, similar but opposite directional beam scan

is obtained when varying Ho: by setting Ho2=0.

4.2.3 Results

Before analyzing the beam scan properties of the MPA with ferrite superstrate, the
MPA has been simulated with a uniform dielectric superstrate. By creating an FPC above
the radiator, a directivity increase of 0.7 dB has been achieved while maintaining the

radiating frequency at 10 GHz.

Table 1 shows the achieved beam scan as well as the required DC biasing for both the
ferrite cylinders. Changing the biasing field of the 1® ferrite (Ho1) produces a broad-side
beam scan of +30°. Whereas varying the biasing field of the 2" ferrite (Hoz) produces a

beam scan of -30°. It is observed that maximum beam scan is a function of the differential

Table 1. Beam scan and maximum gain as a function of the magnetizing field — one biased ferrite rod

only.

Ho: (T) Ho; (T) ) ((yieg.) Gain (dB) | HPBW ()
0.22 0 120 7.54 61
0.16 0 110 7.66 61
0.06 0 100 7.64 58.3

0 0 90 7.79 59
0 0.06 80 7.63 58
0 0.16 71 7.67 60
0 0.22 60 7.56 58

DC biasing and not the individual biasing value; this is clearly presented in Table 2.
Comparing the results of Table 1 and Table 2, it is evident that for a given value of
differential biasing, the amount of beam scan remains the same. The gain does decrease in

the case of differential biasing due to the losses incurred because of the magnetized ferrite
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cylinders. Fig. 21 shows the Ey phase distribution above the surface of the structure (patch

and the ferrite rods based superstrate combined). As one of the ferrite cylinders starts to

get biased, the phase of the RF signal passing through it increases and results in an overall

taper (across the structure’s aperture) as seen in the curves of Fig. 21. Thus, the biased

ferrite tends to increase the differential phase of the signal that passes through it. The 2-D

directivity plots of the main radiated beam at 0° and = 30° are shown in Fig. 22.

Table 2. Beam scan and maximum gain as a function of the magnetizing field — both ferrite rods

Patch length along x-axis (mm)

biased.
Ho1 (T) Ho2 (T) O (deg.) Gain (dB) HPBW(")
0.28 0.06 118 6.93 60
0.22 0.06 109 7.11 58
0.12 0.06 103 7.25 59
0.06 0.06 90 7.38 58
0.06 0.12 79 7.21 61
0.06 0.22 70 7.09 60
0.06 0.28 58 6.97 61
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Figure 21. Ey phase distribution on the radiated signal just above the MPA for different beam scan

angles.
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Figure 22. Simulated broad side radiation patterns of the ferrite loaded MPA with variable biasing
conditions.

The designed antenna along with the superstrate has been fabricated and is shown in
Fig. 23. The coils that use variable DC current sources to axially magnetize the ferrite rods
are also shown in the figure. Using Tesla meter, the ferrite filled coils have been pre-
calibrated to relate the coil currents with induced magnetizing fields. For packaging
purposes, the positions of the ferrite rods have been secured by a Styrofoam (er = 1) cube,
as shown in Fig. 23(b). This also allows the removal of the plastic pipes, used to position

the ferrite rods in Fig. 23(a).
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(b)

Figure 23. Fabricated 10 GHz single MPA with ferrite superstrate, (a) with biasing coils and (b) with
Styrofoam packing.

A vector network analyzer is used to measure the reflection response (S11) of the ferrite
loaded antenna. Fig.24 shows the simulated and experimental Si1 responses of the ferrite
loaded microstrip patch antenna (MPA). It is observed that separately magnetizing ferrites
have no effects on the impedance bandwidth and the resonance of the antenna. Using an
antenna measurement setup of Fig. 25, the beam scanning properties of the designed

antenna are experimentally observed.
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Figure 24. Simulated and experimental S11 responses of the ferrite loaded MPA.
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Figure 25. 2D radiation pattern measurement setup for the designed antennas.

A comparison of the measured and simulated radiation patterns of the antenna with
Ho1=0 and changing values of Ho2 are plotted in Fig. 26. Note that maximum simulated
scan angles of + 30" are verified by the measured radiation patterns at +28° and -26°,
respectively. Higher back lobes and minor mismatch between simulated and experimental
patterns is due to unwanted reflections normally eliminated by the anechoic chamber. It
can be observed from Fig. 26(a) that for no beam scan case, the maximum measured
directivity is 7.097 dB and the respective measured directivities at 64° and 118" are 5.255
dB and 6.069 dB. It must be noted that inclusion of ferrite rods and the biasing coils have
minimal effect on the radiation properties of the designed antenna, the measured HPBW,
directivity and the efficiency values for the MPA without superstrate, with only ferrite and

with ferrite and biasing coils is provided in Table 3.

60



| —— Simulated |
= = = Measured

A15°

1105° ggo  -75°

61



(©)
Figure 26. Comparison of measured and simulated 2D radiation patterns (a) 6=90° for Hoi= Ho2=0
(b) 6=64° for Hoi= 0 and Ho2=0.19T and (c) 6=118° for Ho1= 0.19T and Ho: = 0T.

When scanning the main beam to either of the maximum scan angles, 64° (Fig. 26(b))

and 118 (Fig. 26(c)), the peak directivity values measured at the respective directions of

maximum are 6.69 dB and 6.53 dB. Additionally the directivity measured in the original

direction of maximum (90°) during beam scanning is 3.091 dB and 5.342 dB for 64" and

118" respectively.
Table 3. Comparison of the measured HPBW and directivity with Ho: =Ho2=0.
HPBW Directivity Efficiency
(Deg.) (dB) (%)
MPA without superstrate 60 6.687 81.6
M?A with ferrite superstrate, without biasing 61.4 7139 77 83
coils
MPA with ferrite superstrate, with biasing coils 62 7.097 76.19
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4.3 Design of Ferrite Loaded FPC Excited by MPA

One of the methods to improve the directivity of a MPA is to introduce superstrate and
optimally excite the resulted Fabry-Perot-cavity (FPC) between patch and superstrate. As
shown by the multiple designs reviewed in Section 2.2, FPCs can produce significant
enhancement in the directivity of an antenna. It has also been shown in Section 4.2 that
ferrite loaded patch antenna can demonstrate beam scanning. In this section, both of the
above concepts are combined to design a FPC antenna with dielectric-ferrite superstrate
and excited by a MPA. Fig. 27 shows the schematic diagram of the FPC with multilayer

dielectric-ferrite superstrate and excited by a 10 GHz MPA.
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Figure 27. FPC filled with magnetized ferrite rods excited by a 10 GHz MPA, (a) Top view, and (b)
Side view.

In this design, the FPC is created by placing a Duroid superstrate (e=2.2, thickness of
0.8mm) at a height, h FPC = 16mm above the 10 GHz radiating patch. The two Y220

ferrite cylinders with d f=6mm and h_f= 10mm are then placed inside the newly formed

63



cavity as lower layer of the superstrate. The rest of the design parameters, shown in Fig.
27, are kept the same according to Section 4.2.1. Fig. 28 shows the simulated reflection
characteristics of the designed FPC antenna, in comparison to the ferrite loaded (non-FPC)
antenna presented in Section 4.2. As observed, transformation from non-FPC to FPC
antenna with optimally excited cavity slightly affects the resonance frequency and the

impedance matching of the structure, as seen in Fig. 28.

s,, (dB)

=— FPC excited by MPA
40 . , . = = = Ferrite superstrate loaded MPA
8 8.5 9 9.5 10 10.5 11 11.5 12
Frequency (GHz)

Figure 28. Simulated reflection responses of magnetized ferrite loaded FPC and ferrite superstrate

loaded (non-FPC) 10 GHz MPA.

4.3.1 Results

The structures presented in Fig. 18 and Fig. 27 are optimized using HFSS software

and a comparison of the directivity patterns is presented in Table 4.
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Table 4. Radiation characteristics comparison for the three different MPA designs.

HPBW Directivity Efficiency
(Deg.) (dB) (%)
MPA (without any loading or superstrate) 60 6.687 81.6
Ferrite Loaded MPA (without dielectric 61.4 7139 7783
superstrate layer, considered as non-FPC )
F.emte .Loaded FPC excited by MPA (with 623 7596 75 46
dielelctric superstrate layer)

As observed from the results of Table 4, placement of the FPC leads to an immediate

increase of 1.39 dB in the directivity of the patch antenna structure. However this slightly

reduces the radiation efficiency due to the cavity resonance. Compared to the design of

Section 4.2, the ferrite loaded FPC design offers an increase of 0.457 dB in the directivity

at the cost 2.37% reduction in antenna efficiency. Magnetizing one of the ferrite rods (HO1

or HO2) leads to a beam scan, similar to the one observed for the non-FPC case of Section

4.2. Fig. 29 shows a comparison of the simulated directivity patterns for the ferrite loaded

MPA (non-FPC) and the ferrite loaded FPC antennas.

= = = Ferrite loaded FPC excited by MPA, 90 = 60 Deg.
— Ferrite loaded MPA, 0,= 64 Deg.

-135

65




= = = Ferrite loaded FPC excited by MPA, 90 =123 Deg.
Ferrite loaded MPA, 90 =118 Deg.
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= = = Ferrite loaded FPC excited by MPA, 90 =90 Deg.
Ferrite loaded MPA, 90 = 90 Deg.
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\l_/
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()
Figure 29. Simulated radiation patterns for maximum beam scans for the magnetized ferrite loaded
FPC and the ferrite loaded 10 GHz MPA (a) HO1= 0 and H02=0.19T,(b) for H01=0.19T and H02=0T,
and (c) HO1=0 and H02=0 .
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Note that the scan properties (Fig. 29 a, b) for the ferrite loaded non-FPC design and the
FPC design are different due to the cavity resonance. Although the FPC case demonstrates
slightly higher directivity (0.4 dB as observed in Fig. 29¢) in the broad side direction, its
scan behavior becomes ambiguous due to cavity resonance. Moreover, by placing an FPC
over the MPA, the overall antenna structure height becomes 16 mm instead of the 36 mm
for the non-FPC case shown in Fig. 18. Thus, it is essential to optimize the FPC antenna to
improve the scan characteristic. In the following Chapter, a 2x1 thinned array of microstrip

patches is used to optimally excite the ferrite loaded FPC antenna.

4.4 Conclusion

Magnetic dipoles of a biased ferrite material have the ability to interact with the passing
RF signals resulting in a change in the wave properties; phase and magnitude. As observed
in a conventional antenna array, where a change in the main beam direction is directly
related to the progressive phase shift (B), which produces a phase taper in the dominant
component of the radiated field. For a single patch antenna, progressive phase shift is not
realizable and a superstrate based beam scan is necessary. In this chapter, magnetized
ferrite-foam based superstrate was designed and used to realize beam scan. Using
professional software (HFSS), it is demonstrated that by optimally positioning the ferrite
rods, a main beam scan beam scan, proportional to the difference in the axial magnetizing
fields can be achieved. The designed 10GHz single patch antenna with ferrite-foam
superstrate demonstrated a broadside beam scan of £30° for a with a half power beam width
(HPBW) of 60° for a differential biasing field of AH=0.22T. The loss in broadside

directivity due to the presence of biased the superstrate is observed to be 0.25 dB. The
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fabricated antenna structure showed maximum beam scans of +28" and -26° degrees for
separate biasing values of Hor = 0.19T and Ho2 = 0.19T, respectively. By placing a
multilayer FPC over the radiation path of the MPA, an increase of 1.39 dB in the directivity
of the structure is observed. Placing magnetized ferrite rods inside the FPC (as foam-ferrite
layer) shows a beam scan of +33° and -30" for biasing fields of Ho1 = 0.19T and Ho2 =
0.19T, respectively. In addition to an increase in the structure’s directivity, the FPC based
design also results in a low profile (overall height of 16mm) antenna as compared to the
non FPC case. The radiation patterns of the FPC excited by the MPA suggest that in order
to have well defined directivity patterns and clear beam scan, the ferrite loaded FPC should

be optimally excited by multiple sources. This will be investigated in the following chapter.
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CHAPTER S

FERRITE LOADED FPC ANTENNA

EXCITED BY AN ARRAY

FPC antennas are popular in wireless base stations [69] because of the higher directivity
realized without complicated feed mechanism. In an FPC structure, introducing beam
scanning using phased array technique results in unacceptable SLLs that increase with the
scan angle to become grating lobes. These grating lobes are often due to exciting the FPC
with thinned microstrip array with larger inter-patch separation distance (¢>0.5)1). To avoid
the compromise between the optimum excitation and the scan capability of the FPC
antenna, the cavity can be loaded with magnetized material to introduce superstrate based
beam scanning. This chapter discusses the scan capabilities of a directive FPC antenna with
composite superstrate made of dielectric, ferrite and foam materials. Section 5.1 has an
overview of FPCs, Section 5.2 presents the results of FPC antenna design with beam
scanning abilities as well as side lobe suppression and Section 5.3 concludes this chapter.
Professional simulator (HFSS) is used to demonstrate directive beam scan with acceptable
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side lob levels, where magnetized ferrite rods are used to realize the beam scan and stepped

dielectric superstrate is used to further reduce the side lobe level.

5.1 Fabry-Perot Cavities (FPC)

Traditionally, base station antennas consist of an array of dipole or microstrip patches
to improve the antenna directivity and control the beam shaping properties [70]. However,
these array antennas require complicated feed networks with unwanted energy loss.
Recently, directive cavity antennas with a simpler feeding mechanism have been proposed
as an alternative. FPCs generally consists of a half-wave cavity formed between a partially
reflecting superstrate and a ground plane and excited by an array of microstrip radiating
elements, optimally located within the cavity. By reducing the number of array elements,

complexity and losses from the array feeder network can be minimized.

5.1.1 Characterization of an FPC Excited by an RF source

Consider an FPC formed between two partially reflecting surfaces (PRS) separated by
a distance ‘D’ as shown in Fig. 30. Boutayeb et. al in [71] have used the frequency and
angular response of this FPC using a plane wave source in the form of a monopole placed
in the center of this cavity. The PRS consists of an array of wires with periodicity P and
diameter a. The plane waves radiated by the source travel in all directions, 6, and interact
(reflect/transmit) with the PRS giving rise to transmission and reflection coefficients; # and
r respectively. Assuming ¢ to be the amplitude of the directly transmitted signal, the once

reflected signal from the PRS can be mathematically written as (37) [71],
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Figure 30. An FPC formed between two PRS and excited by a monopole antenna placed in the center
of the FPC.

t; = tre/kDcost (37)

where k = 27”, 6 is the angle of the transmitted wave with respect to the normal and D is

the cavity length. After n reflections, the amplitude of the transmitted signal can be written

as (38),
t,= trte/nkD cos o (38)

The total amplitude of the transmitted signal, 7, can be calculated by summing up all the

individual #’s as in (39),

n
t
T = Z t; = 1 — re—jkDcos6 (39)
i=0

The total transmitted amplitu_de of (39) can be used to determine the operating

characteristics of this type of a structure
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5.1.2 Traditional Scanning of FPC antenna

Traditional beam forming using microstrip phased array is well established, where
radiating patches are separated by at least half a wavelength (d < A/2) and excited with
signals having constant phase progression (). An increase in the directivity can be
achieved by increasing ‘d’, while reducing the number of radiating elements within the
same antenna aperture; resulting in thinned antenna arrays. This not only reduces the feed
complexity, the additional space between radiating elements of a thinned array enables
placement of phase shifter and other circuitry on the antenna aperture. When thinned array
is used to excite a FPC, phased array technique fails to realize acceptable beam scanning
properties due to the generation of grating lobes.

A highly directive 64x20mm? FPC is shown in Fig. 31, where a 16mm cavity (=A/2) is
formed between the GND plane and the partially reflective dielectric superstrate with
&=2.2 and h=0.8 mm. The cavity is filled with air-foam composite material with &=1.01.
A thinned 2x1 microstrip linear array on &=2.2 and h=1.6 mm substrate is used to excite
the 10 GHz FPC antenna. For optimal excitation, the mutual coupling between the patches
is reduced by increasing their separation distance (d). Fig. 32 plots the simulated radiation
pattern and the reflection response of the FPC with d=0.5A and 0.8A. As expected,

increasing separation distance (d) improved the directivity of the FPC antenna by 1.6 dB.

To introduce beam scanning using phased array technique, phase shifter network is
used to provide phase progression (B) of the patch excitation signals. Fig. 33 plots the
radiation patterns of the designed FPC antenna with d=0.8A. Note that although B=+80
degrees steers the main beam towards 0=+12° (60 = 102° & 78°), it increases the side lobe
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level by 6.42 dB compared to that of broad side radiation (6=90°). So, unlike an ordinary

2x1 phased array, SLL of the FPC considerably increases with increasing scan angle of the

main beam. The relationship of the patch separation distance and the side lobe level of the

FPC antenna are plotted in Fig. 34. It is clear from this figure that increasing patch

separation distance improves the directivity but deteriorates the side lobe level during beam

steering. Thus, for an FPC antenna, the design parameter that improves the directivity

becomes the limiting factor of its beam scanning capabilities.

0.8 mm ¢

1.6 mm I

Superstrate
A
Air/Foam Composite
Fabry-Perot ) .
Cavity 16mm Microstrip
/ Patches
) 4
I Substrate
(a)
<t 64 mm P
A
I: 24mm

8.72mm

5.64mm

20mm

N
7
15.5mm —>| «—— 15.75mm —>|

<— 8.5mm=—>

(d)

Figure 31. Schematic diagram of the FPC excited by 2x1 thinned microstrip array (a) side view, (b)

top view.
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Figure 32. (a) Simulated normalized radiation pattern (dB) and (b) simulated reflection response
(S11), of the designed FPC with d=0.8% and 0.5 A.
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Figure 34. Patch separation distance versus the side lobe level (dB) and directivity (dB) of a FPC.
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5.2 Simulated and Measured Results

5.2.1 Beam Scanning 2- Patch FPC Antenna with Uniform

Superstrate

The alternative beam scanning mechanism proposed here depends on perturbing the
radiated fields from the 2x1 thinned array exciter of the FPC as shown in Fig. 35. This can
be achieved by loading magnetized ferrite rods within the FPC to introduce controlled
perturbation of the Ey field components through gyromagnetic interaction. Optimal loading
of ferrite rods require thorough understanding of the field distribution within the cavity and
how they are related to the steering of the main beam. Fig. 36(a,b) plots the un-perturbed
and perturbed magnitude and phase of the Ey-field along an x-axis observation line above

the 2x1 traditional antenna array aperture.
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Figure 35. Side view of the FPC loaded with multilayer dielectric-ferrite composite.
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Fig. 36(a) plots the magnitude of the radiated Ey-field for 80=102°, 90° and 78°. The
related phase distributions of the Ey-fields are plotted in Fig. 33(b). Note that these field
distributions correspond to the radiation patterns plotted in Fig. 30. From the phase plots
of Fig. 36(b), a phase taper is apparent as the main beam of the antenna scans in either of

the azimuth directions.

Fig. 37 plots the corresponding Ey magnitude and phase for the ferrite loaded FPC. As
observed, biasing one of the ferrite rods to 0.22 T (200 kA/m) results in beam scans of =
12° with HPBWs of 37° and 36° respectively. Like Fig. 36(b), a phase taper also results;
indicating the phase change caused by the ferrite rods. A 2-D directivity pattern for the
ferrite supestrate based FPC for different directions of beam scan is provided in Fig. 38.
During beam scanning, the SLL increases to 4.747 dB and 4.115 dB for a main beam

direction of 102° and 78° respectively, as compared to 3.234 dB without beam scan.
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Figure 36. Ey-field distribution for the steered beams observed along a broadside x-axis line, located
above the 2x1 array surface (a) Ey magnitudes, and (b) Ey phases.
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Figure 37. Ferrite loaded FPC (a) Ey magnitude along the observation line (b) Ey phase along the
observation line.
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Figure 38. Simulated radiation patterns for the ferrite loaded FPC antenna for different biasing
fields.

The measured S-parameters of the thinned 2-patch antenna array are presented in Fig.
39. As observed, both the elements resonate at the operating frequency of 10 GHz with

respective -10 dB bandwidths of 1.16 GHz and 860 MHz.

S parameter (dB)

_16 Il Il Il Il Il Il
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Figure 39. Measured S-parameters for both elements of the thinned 2-patch antenna array.
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The FPC is also created by using a uniform Duroid superstrate and the 2-D radiation
pattern measurements are successfully performed. The measured 2-D radiation patterns for
the FPC excited by thinned 2-patch antenna array are provided in Fig. 40. Depending on
which ferrite rod is biased (HO1 or H02), a biasing of 0.22T (200 kA/m) results in a
maximum beam scan of + 14° and - 12° corresponding to a directivity of 8.51 dB and 8.68
dB respectively. A snapshot of the FPC with the thinned 2-patch antenna array is presented
in Fig. 41. Styrofoam is used to keep the ferrite rods and the superstrate firmly in place

over the antenna array.

165°/ \ 15

+180° 0°

All ferrite unbiased, 90 =90
— H1 =200 kA/m, eo =104
E—— H2 = 200kA/m, 00 =78

Figure 40. Normalized measured radiation patterns for the FPC excited by thinned 2-patch antenna
array.

)

Figure 41. Snapshot of the fabricated ferrite loaded FPC excited by a thinned 2-patch antenna array
with (a) Styrofoam packing, and (b) only biasing coils of the two ferrite rods.
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5.2.3 Side-Lobe Suppression

Observing the directivity patterns of the scanned beam presented in Fig. 40, it is
obvious that a significant side lobe is present in the direction of beam scan. In order to
minimize this side lobe a stepped dielectric superstrate can be used. High dielectric
constant materials have the property to reduce the signal intensity by attenuating the RF
signals passing through it. So, by carefully designing the stepped dielectric superstrate by
using high &r materials towards the edges, spurious radiations resulting in side lobes, can

be significantly reduced, resulting in a decrease in the SLL.

Fig. 42 shows the schematic diagram (side view) of the FPC with stepped dielectric
superstrate consisting of two dielectric materials, &r p1 = 15.4 and &r p3 = 15.4. In order to
determine the exact dimensions, Lda1 and La2 of the superstrate, a parametric simulation
study was performed; the aims being maximizing the gain and minimizing the SLL. The

results of the parametric study are provided in Fig. 43.

H1 H2
Cl Cc2

Figure 42. Schematic of an FPC antenna with air-ferrite and stepped dielectric superstrate layers.
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Figure 43. Parametric sweeps for the selection of stepped superstrate dimension, La1, when Hz = 150
kA/m (a) Maximum directivity and beam scan and (b) Maximum SLL and beam scan.
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For the parametric study of Fig. 43, H2 was set to 0.18 T(150 kA/m); causing the main
beam to move to 114°. The parameter La: is varied and its effects on the maximum gain,
the SLL and the direction of the main beam are observed. From Fig. 43 (a) it is seen that
as Laq1 increases, the directivity of the main beam starts to decrease from 8.8384 dB (single
superstrate) to 7.4249 (La1 = 16mm), a further increase results in an increase in the gain.
The amount of beam scan increases initially (till Lai = 12mm) but starts to decrease as the
high dielectric material length is increased further (Lda1 > 12mm). A view of the SLL
indicates a sharp decrease until Lai = 18mm, after which a slight increase is observed.
Considering the SLL, the maximum beam scan and the directivity, Lai = 18mm provides
an acceptable directivity of 7.6438 dB with a SLL of -3.0412 (the least) with a beam scan

of 14°.

The 2-D directivity plots of the FPC are shown in Fig. 44. In Fig. 44(a), the broad side
radiation pattern related to unbiased ferrite cylinders demonstrated the reduction of main
lobe by 0.6 dB. However, the related decreases in the SLL’s is observed to be much higher
(2.56 dB and 3.47 dB respectively). For biased ferrites with H2 = 0.22T (200 kA/m), Fig.
41(b) shows that the stepped superstrate improved directivity by 0.5 dB due to considerable

reduction of SLL’s (3.5 dB and 4.49 dB).
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Figure 44. Improved simulated radiation patterns of the FPC antenna with tapered dielectric
superstrate, (a) unbiased ferrite and (b) ferrite biased with external magnetizing field of H2 = 200
kA/m.

5.3 Conclusion

Beam scanning of traditional antenna arrays requires the use of phase shifters to induce
the required progressive phase shift. Thinning the antenna arrays provides higher
directivity but results in higher SLLs when scanning is performed using traditional phase
shifter method. In this chapter a unique antenna design employing biased ferrite cylinders

contained inside an FPC is presented. By biasing one of the ferrite cylinders, the main beam
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of the antenna can be scanned up to +12° for a biasing value of 0.22T. Measured values of
the fabricated antenna show similar beam scans and HPBW values. Moreover, by carefully
designing a stepped dielectric superstrate (comprising of high loss material towards the
edges), the SLL can be reduced significantly (=3.56 dB) while maintaining acceptable

directivity and beam scan.
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CHAPTER 6

FERRITE SUPERSTRATE WITH

INTEGRATED SPLIT-RING RESONATOR

The simulation and measurement results presented in Chapter 4 and 5 prove the concept
that the magnetized ferrite rod loaded FPC can produce beam scan. Observing the design
specifications in Chapter 4, the minimum height required for the FPC is 0.5A. At the
operating frequency of 10GHz, this cavity height is significant (= 1.5 cm) and makes the
antenna design seems bulky. In this chapter, split-ring resonators (SRR) are integrated with
the magnetized ferrite rods to reduce the height of the FPC. Section 6.1 presents the
theoretical background related to the design of the split ring resonator. Section 6.2 has the
SRR design specifications; Section 6.3 presents the results of the SRR embedded ferrite
rods with a single 10 GHz MPA; Section 6.4 presents the details of FPC loaded with ferrite
rods with integrated SRR’s excited by a 2-patch antenna array; Section 6.5 has comparisons

between the presented FPC designs and Section 6.6 concludes this chapter.
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6.1 Split-Ring Resonators (SRR)

Metamaterials are periodic arrangements of metallic geometrical shapes, called unit-
cells, with specific dimensions that collectively exhibit certain electromagnetic properties.
The size of the individual unit-cell is comparable to the wavelength of the operating RF
signal(s) and act as the atoms and molecules of the new engineered medium [72] [73]. As
a transmitting RF signal passes through a metamaterial, oscillating electric and magnetic
fields in the tiny unit-cells give rise to collective electromagnetic characteristics that can
be tuned by modifying the dimensions of the unit-cell. Metamaterials are used to achieve
negative refractive indexes [74] [75], cloaking [76] and artificial magnetism [77]. Among
the different unit-cells utilized to create metamaterials, SRR [72] is the most commonly
used structure to attain negative magnetic properties. Pendry proposed that negative
refractive index material could be realized by utilizing arrays of microscopic SRRs. A
typical SRR acts as an LC circuit with a magnetic coil of inductance L and a capacitor with

capacitance C. Fig. 45 depicts this graphically,

Metal
\ Capacitor
I.. «—>
v
Substrate Inductor

Figure 45. A single SRR unit-cell with an equivalent LC circuit representation
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Under the influence of an incident E-field, parallel to the gap of the SRR, coupling
takes place between the SRR capacitance and the E-field resulting in an oscillating current
in the split-ring. This oscillating current induces a magnetic field in the base of the SRR,
which also interacts with the external (RF) field generating LC resonance. For an SRR of
trace length /, trace width w, trace thickness /4 and gap separation s, fabricated on a substrate
of dielectric constant ¢, as shown in Fig. 43, the equivalent capacitance and inductance is

given by [78] as,

_ wh
¢ fsy (40)
l2
L=ty (41)

So, for an equivalent LC circuit, the LC resonance frequency is given by,

1[s ¢
Wic = 7

INwve 42)

where, c is the speed of light. As observed from (42), the resonance frequency of an SRR
unit-cell depends only on the physical dimension and not on the conductive properties of

the metal that forms the rings.

6.2 Design of a 10 GHz Split-Ring Resonator

An SRR, in its simplest forms, is a highly conductive metallic ring with multiple
insertions [79]. When a time varying magnetic field perpendicular to the plane of the SRR
is incident on the SRR surface, a current gets induced in the ring. Due to the gap/insertion

and the continuously varying RF magnetic field, the current starts to change direction every
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cycle storing charge in the gap. The alternating electric field build up due to this stored
charge induces an alternating magnetic field within the area enclosed by the ring and hence
resonates. A large number of periodic repetitions of this SRR unit-cell behave as an
effective medium with a negative wetr. Fig.46 shows a properly labelled schematic of the

SRR designed to resonate at 10 GHz.

Gap_o
L_in
L A
Y »
T_out Toin d
> > <>
Gap_i
«—>
< >
L_out

Figure 46. Schematic of double ring based SRR with Gap_o = 0.3mm, Gap_i =0.3mm, L._out = 2mm,
L_in=1.5mm,d =0.15mm, T in =0.2mm and T_out = 0.1mm.

The dimensions of the designed SRR unit cell are selected based on the design procedure
presented in [80], making sure that maximum transmission takes place at 10 GHz. Looking
at the simulated transmission characteristics of the SRR structure in Fig. 47, we see the
designed SRR has good transmission (-0.931 dB) at 10 GHz. Smith et. al in [80] have
derived analytical expressions for determining the electromagnetic properties of

metamaterials from the S-parameters of a structure.
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Figure 47. Simulated transmission characteristics, S11 and Sz1, for the SRR.
Mathematically, the refractive index »n and the impedance z of a homogeneous material is

given by as,

1 1
n= —cos™! {— (1-S34 + 5221)}

kd 25,1 (43)
(1+811)% -S4
(1-S811)% -S4 (44)

The permitivity and the permeability of the structure can be derived from (43) and (44) by
substituting in & =§ and u = nz. For the designed dual SRR structure of Fig. 46, the

permeability is calculated using the simulated S-paramter values shown in Fig. 47. A view
of the calculated y, plotted in Fig. 48, shows that the designed structure starts to resonate

at 10GHz as indicated by a sudden variation in u.
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Figure 48. Simulated permeability for the SRR unit-cell over a frequency sweep.

As explained earlier in Chapter 3, superstrate based beam scan of a single I0GHz patch
antenna (MPA) is achieved by introducing phase taper of the dominant component (y-
component in this case) of the radiated E-field. By properly integrating SRR structure on
the ferrite rods, the magnetic field induced in the SRR are made to constructively couple
with the gyromagnetic properties of the magnetized ferrite. Thus, compared to normal
ferrite rods, the SRR integrated ferrite rods can introduce same phase control for lesser
magnetization (Ho) requirements. On the other hand, for a certain external biasing field
(Ho), a much shorter SRR-integrated-ferrite-rod can demonstrate the same phase control as
that of a longer ferrite-rod. In this research work, SRR-integrated ferrite rods are used to
reduce the biasing requirements of the 10 GHz MPA to achieve beam scan. In addition, the
SRR embedded FPC antenna requires a much smaller cavity height to produce same

affects.
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Proper integration of the SRR with the ferrite rod is essential to achieve constructive
coupling of both resonances. Two different orientations (C1 and C2) of the SRR structures
(of Fig. 46) are simulated. The HFSS simulation models uses plane waves to excite the
SRR structures and observe the phase variation of the transmitted signal as a function of
the magnetizing biasing of ferrite. Case 1 is when two SRRs, of the same configuration
(C1), are placed on different sides of the ferrite rod. Case 2 is when two SRRs of different
configuration (C1 & C2) are placed on either side of the ferrite rod. A schematic diagram

of the SRR’s, the simulation setup and the phase plots is given in Fig. 49.

-— Output Output
Port Port
SRR C1

SRR C1 SRR C1
Cl1 S
- T
I
Ferrite i Ferrite -
Cylinder — — — Cylinder
C2
Input
Port
(2) (b)

Figure 49. Simulation setup for SRR integrated ferrite rods excited by plane waves (a) SRR
configurations, C1 and C2, and (b) Two simulations scenarios; senario 1 — same SRR configuration
C1 on both sides of the ferrite rod, scenario 2 — different SRR combinations on both sides.

Fig. 50 shows the simulated magnitude and phase response of the transmitted signal. It can
be observed from Fig. 50 (a,b) that integration of the SRR configurations on the ferrite rod
causes a second resonance like behavior between the biasing fields of 0.1511T and
0.1624T. This second resonance like behavior occurs well below the natural resonance of
ferrite (0.26T) and causes a sudden variation in the phase of the transmitted signal as
observed from Fig. 50 (b). The phase change is more severe for Case 2 (red curve in Fig.

50), where a small change in the biasing field causes up to 150° of change in the phase of
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the transmitted signal. Hence by using this second resonance region of the SRR integrated
ferrite structure, a phase taper of the radiated signal could be produced at much lesser

biasing values as compared to the results of Chapter 4.
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Figure 50. Simulated transmission characteristics for the different SRR configurations (a) magnitude,
and (b) phase.
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6.3 Single MPA with SRR Integrated Ferrite

Superstrate

In this section, the ferrite loaded microstrip patch antenna (MPA) is modified to
integrate SRRs with the ferrite rods. Fig. 51 shows the two different integrating methods
of SRR’s in the magnetized ferrite loading or superstrate. Case 1 has one SRR per side of
the ferrite rod and case 2 has 2 SRRs of the same configuration on each side of the ferrite
rod. These two cases are selected as they provide the best coupling between the SRR

induces magnetic fields and the gyromagnetic properties of the axially biased ferrite rods.

- . -
e L -

@ e
i -
..___._.'\.-\..:__ ; k. _____.::__

(a) (b)

Figure 51. HFSS simulation models for 10 GHz MPA with superstrate comprising of two ferrite
rods with integrated SRRs at # = 2mm (a) case 1 - single SRR per side, and (b) case 2 - two SRRs
per side of each ferrite rod.

Similar to the discussion of Chapter 4, by changing the biasing values HOl and HO2
separately, the main beam of the antenna starts to scan. For the SRR integrated MPA shown
in Fig 51(a,b), the beam scan is tabulated in Table 5, where one ferrite rod is unbiased

(HO1=0) and the axial (+z-axis) biasing of the other ferrite rod is varied (HO2 varied).
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Table 5. Maximum directivity and beam scan for HO1 = ( variable H02.

Max. Direction of Max. Direction of
HO02 (T) Directivity Maximum (Deg.) | Directivity Maximum (Deg.)
(dB) Case 1 Case 1 (dB) Case 2 Case 2

0 9.154 90 9.006 90
0.0315 7.012 87 8.156 90
0.0566 8.203 87 6.771 84
0.0629 8.370 88 6.685 78
0.0655 8.429 87 6.744 76
0.0679 8.483 87 6.843 74
0.0705 8.531 89 6.971 73
0.0730 8.574 90 7.112 72
0.0755 8.614 90 7.259 71
0.0780 8.645 90 7.403 71
0.0806 8.682 90 7.538 71
0.0831 8.411 92 7.663 70
0.0944 8.256 93 8.036 71
0.1259 7.933 97 8.060 91
0.1322 7.781 98 8.259 97
0.1385 7.698 99 8.486 110
0.1448 7.474 100 8.662 103
0.1511 7.272 103 8.928 104
0.1574 7.102 107 8.164 101

Note that in case 1 of Table 5, as the DC magnetizing field in +z-axis increases up to
0.0730T, the main beam remains close to the original broadside direction with maximum
at 90°. However, when the biasing is varied between 0.0831T and 0.1574T a smooth beam
scan of up to 17°, in the +x-direction is observed. This beam scan is due to the sudden phase
variation of the transmitted signal seen in Fig. 50(red curve) due to constructive coupling
of the SRR contributed fields and the pressings magnetic moments of ferrite. On the
contrary, tabulated beam scan for case 2 is observed at much lower biasing; 0T to 0.0831T.
Thus, for a differential magnetic biasing of AHO= 0.0831T, the main beam scan of -20° is
observed in the —x-direction. A further increase in the H02 biasing results in a beam scan
in the +x-direction, similar to that of case 1. A comparison of the directivity values shows

that case 1 provides higher directivity values at lower biasing as compared to case 2. This
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is due to more constructive coupling of two SRR generated fields compared to one, which
increases the phase control behavior at the cost of increased absorption. Thus, as the
number of SRRs is increased in case 2, more of the RF signal gets absorbed leading to
lesser directivity as compared to case 1 or no SRR case presented in Chapter 4. Although
the results presented are for HO1 unbiased, similar directivity but opposite directional (+x-
axis) beam scan of the MPA is observed, when HO1 is axially biased in +z-axis and HO2 is
kept unbiased. The simulated reflection response for both the cases are plotted in Fig. 52.

Note that addition of SRRs have little effect on the center frequency of the antenna.
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= = = Case 2
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Figure 52. Simulated S11 response for both cases of the MPA with SRR integrated ferrite rods.

The simulated 2-D radiation patterns for the antennas shown in Fig 51 (a,b) are plotted
in Fig. 53 and Fig. 54, respectively. The beam scan in both directions (+x and -x) are
achieved by individually magnetizing (HO1 or H02) the two ferrite rods. Thus, a HPBW of
62.3° is observed for the MPA loaded with SRR integrated ferrite rod as superstrates.

Compared to the directivity patterns of Chapter 4, both the simulated cases provide a much
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clearer beam scan with obvious main beam direction changes. This class of beam scannable
microstrip patch antenna (MPA) with wide HPBWs (=50°) can be used for sector based

indoor coverage.

.= H02 =0, 90 =90 Deg.
— H01 =0, H02 =0.157T, 90 =107 Deg.
) J— H01 =0.157T, I-I02 =0, 90 =72 Deg.

—H,

4200~ . . 60°
05°  goo  -75°

Figure 53. Simulated 2-D directivity patterns for the E-plane for maximum beam scan for case 1 — one
SRR per side of the ferrite rod, and (b) case 2 — two SRRs per each side of the ferrite rod.
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Figure 54. Simulated E-plane directivity patterns for maximum beam scan for case 2 — two SRRs per
each side of the ferrite rod.
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6.4 Ferrite Loaded FPC Antenna Array with

Integrated SRRs

As observed from the results presented in Section 6.3, integrating SRRs on the ferrite
rods, results in similar beam scans at much lower biasing fields. In order to extend this idea
to a 2-patch FPC antenna array designed in Section 5.2, both configurations of SRR have
been integrated on the ferrite rods and simulations have been performed to observe the
beam scan of the resulting structure. Fig. 55 shows the HFSS simulation models for both

the SRR configurations integrated on the 2-patch FPC.

(b)

Figure 55. HFSS simulation models for the 2-patch FPC with SRR integrated ferrite superstrate, (a)
Case 1- single SRR on each side, and (b) Case 2 — two SRRs on each side of both ferrite rods.

99



A differential variation in the applied magnetizing fields, HOl and H02, results in a
beam scan of the FPC antenna array. Table 6 summarizes the beam scan and directivity

responses for both the integrated SRR configurations of Fig. 55.

Table 6. Beam scan and maximum directivity values for the 2-Patch FPC antenna with integrated
ferrite superstrate with varying H02 and HO1=0T .

Max. Direction of Max. Direction of
HO02 (T) Directivity Maximum (Deg.) | Directivity Maximum (Deg.)
(dB) Case 1 Case 1 (dB) Case 2 Case 2

0 8.381 90 8.220 90
0.0315 8.367 92 8.318 92
0.0566 8.475 93 8.339 96
0.0629 8.644 96 8.286 99
0.0655 8.537 97 8.208 103
0.0679 8.623 99 8.245 107
0.0705 8.579 100 8.329 113
0.0730 8.663 103 8.331 109
0.0755 8.591 105 8.298 109
0.0780 8.688 110 8.248 108

Comparing the results of Table 6 with the FPC array without the integrated SRR
presented in Section 5.2, it is observed that the integration of the SRRs produces beam scan
at much lower biasing values. Without the SRRs a maximum simulated beam scan of + 12°
for a biasing field of 0.22T (200 kA/m) was shown in Section 5.2. Both configurations of
the SRRs integrated with magnetized ferrite provide higher beam scans of + 20° and + 23°
for magnetizing fields of 0.078T (62 kA/m) and 0.0705T (56 kA/m) for case 1 and case 2
respectively. As observed from the directivity values from Table 6, integration of the SRRs
on the ferrite rods results in directivity values of 8.381dB and 8.22 dB for the two respective
cases, as compared to 8.53 dB without the SRRs. Due to the RF signal current appearing
across the SRRs integrated on the ferrite rods, the efficiency of the new designs also
decreases to 75.61% and 72.05% for the two respective cases of Fig. 55. A view of the

simulated 2-D radiation patterns for maximum beams scans is provided in Fig. 56 and 57.
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Figure 56. Simulated 2-D radiation patterns for FPC with SRR integrated ferrite rods (case 1) for no
beam scan and maximum beam scan conditions.
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Figure 57. Simulated 2-D radiation patterns for FPC with SRR integrated ferrite rods (case 2) for no
beam scan and maximum beam scan conditions.
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6.5 Performance Comparison

Through Chapter 5 and Chapter 6, two different ferrite superstrate designs to achieve

beam scans have been presented. A comparison of the performance characteristics of these

designs is provided in Table 7.

Table 7. Performance comparison of the different FPC antenna configurations with dielectric-ferrite
superstrate and excited by 2x1 patch .

o For a given
Biasing coil. DC
Max. | Required ’ Resonant
. HPBW Current
Antenna Design . Beam | for Max. . Frequency
©) . required for
Scan (") Beam . (GH2)
Scan (T) Magnetic
Biasing (A)
FPC with Ferrite 37 +12 0.22 1.83 10.2
FPC with SRR
integrated ferrite, Case 1 396 +20 0.078 0.65 9.93
FPC — SRR integrated | 376 | 123 | 0.070 0.58 10.1
ferrite, Case 2

It is evident that the addition of SRRs on the ferrite rods decreases the biasing fields
required for beam scan. A decrease in the biasing fields directly corresponds to a decrease
in the current required to produce that field. In moving from no SRRs to the Case 2 of
integrated SRRs, a decrease of 1.25 A in the current requirement is observed. Additionally,
a higher beam scan of up to + 23° is observed as a result of SRR integration on to the ferrite
rods. The HPBW and the resonant frequencies remain almost constant regardless of the

biasing values.
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6.6 Conclusion

This chapter described the beam scanning properties of a microstrip patch antenna and
the 2-patch FPC antenna, loaded with SRR integrated ferrite rods as superstrate. This ferrite
based metamaterial superstrate introduced controlled phase delay to produce the tapered
Ey-component of the radiated signal. This resulted in scanning the main beam of the
antenna depending on the externally applied axial biasing field. Two different designs with
one or two SRR integrated ferrite rods are simulated and the optimized results provided a
beam scan of + 17° and + 20°, respectively for the single patch antenna. As the number of
SRRs is increased (case 2), a larger beam scan at a much lower biasing (0.0831T) is
achieved at the cost of a slightly lowered directivity (0.748dB) of the antenna. Loading
FPC antenna with SRR integrated ferrite rods produced higher degrees of beam scan, = 20°
and + 23°, for the two cases of SRR configurations. The biasing requirements for the 2-
pacth FPC are significantly reduced to 0.078T (62 kA/m) and 0.0705T (56 kA/m) for the
two SRR configurations, respectively. Integrating SRRs on the magnetized ferrite rods
resulted in a beam scan at a considerably lower biasing values. This can reduce the size of
the electro-magnet/biasing coils, needed for generating the external biasing field (HO). In
addition, integrating more SRRs or using LTCC technology allows the biasing coils to be
embedded within the ferrite rods [61] to further reduce the biasing complexity and antenna

dimension.
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CHAPTER 7

CONCLUSION

7.1 Contribution

The main contribution of this work is the design and analysis of a SRR integrated ferrite
loaded Fabry-Perot Cavity (FPC) antenna with improved beam scanning property. Initially
the FPC is optimally excited with a 2x1 thinned microstrip array with large patch separation
distance. The multilayer superstrate (top layer) of the cavity is made of a tapered dielectric
layer and a foam-ferrite layer. The foam-ferrite layer consists of three axially magnetized
ferrite rods, centrally positioned above the non-radiating edge of the patches. This layer
introduces the externally controllable phase delay to the dominant Ey-component of the
radiated field, which results in scanning the main beam of the FPC. The tapered dielectric
layer of the superstrate improves the main lobe to side lobe ratio of the radiation pattern.
Compared to traditional phase array technique, the proposed superstrate based beam
scanning of an FPC is important, as it can scan the main beam with minimal effect to the

side-lobe level.
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Before designing the FPC, knowledge on the interaction of the propagating microwave
signal and the magnetic moments within the ferrite material is essential. The characteristic
equations of a ferrite-rod with magnetic side wall boundaries are plotted to determine the
propagating modes. For a fixed frequency of operation (10 GHz), the mode charts allowed
the determination of the low-loss operating regions that provides necessary phase control
with small changes of external magnetizing field (HO). In addition, the field-frequency
mode chart highlighted the lossy resonance regions of ferrites. Professional simulator
(HFSS) is used to model scattering parameters of an axially magnetized ferrite load.
Comparing the mode charts calculated using analytical technique and professional
simulator, the HFSS simulation model of the ferrite rod is verified. The simulated
transmission response demonstrated that a 0.052T change in the magnetizing field

produced an output phase change of 57° with an insertion loss of 0.03 dB.

A microstrip patch antenna (MPA) loaded with axially magnetized ferrite rods (as
superstrate) is initially investigated as proof of concept. The ferrite rods are positioned
above the center of the non-radiating edges of MPA to interact with the magnetic field
components of the radiated waves. Biasing any one of the ferrite cylinders resulted in a
phase taper of the radiated E-field, hence, causing beam scan. A comprehensive parametric
study concluded the exact dimensions and the placement to ensure maximum directivity
and beam scan. Two ferrite rods are individually axially magnetized with HO1 and H02
and by varying HO1 with H02=0 provided a beam scan of +30° for AH01=0.22 Tesla.
Similarly, by varying HO2 with HO1=0 provided a beam scan of -30° for AH02=0.22 Tesla.
The loss in broadside directivity due to the presence of biasing coil and the ferrite rods is

observed to be 0.25 dB. The fabricated antenna structure validated the simulated results by
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demonstrating a maximum beam scans of +28° and -26° degrees for biasing values of AHoi
= 0.19T and AHo2 = 0.19T, respectively. To improve the directivity of this ferrite loaded
microstrip patch antenna, a dielectric component of the superstrate is added. Since the
cavity between the multilayer superstrate (foam-ferrite layer and dielectric layer) and the
MPA has little influence in the antenna behavior, the designed antenna is called FPC
antenna. This design demonstrated improved directivity at the cost of distinctive beam

scanning properties.

To further improve the antenna responses, an FPC antenna is designed with multilayer
superstrate consisting of tapered dielectric layer and foam-ferrite layer. The cavity formed
between the antenna ground and superstrate is optimally excited with a thinned 2x1 array
of microstrip patches. Professional simulator (HFSS) is used to optimize the tapered
dielectric layer of the superstrate to minimize the side-lobe level of the radiated wave. Air-
ferrite layer of the superstrate is optimized to produce beam scan by introducing the
required phase taper of the radiated Ey field distribution. This required the ferrite rods to
be individually biased and positioned above the center of the patches non-radiating edges.
The two ferrite rods are individually axially magnetized with HO1 and HO2. It is by HO1,
with H02=0 that a beam scan of +12° for AH01=0.22 Tesla is achieved. Similarly, by
varying H02 with HO1=0, a beam scan of -12° for AH02=0.22 Tesla is achieved. The loss
in broadside directivity due to the presence of biasing coil and the ferrite rods is observed
to be 0.25 dB. The fabricated antenna structure validated the simulated results by

demonstrating a maximum beam scans of +14- and -12° degrees for biasing values of AHy, =

0.19T and AHp, = 0.19T, respectively.
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To reduce the size of the biasing coils, ferrite based metamaterial superstrate is
proposed. This consisted of magnetized ferrite rods with optimally integrated split ring
resonators (SRRs). When the MPA is loaded with modified foam-ferrite (SRR integrated)
superstrate, the simulated results demonstrated an 86.6% decrease in the antenna height.
The designed antenna also demonstrated a beam scan of + 17° for biasing field of AH =
0.1574T and + 20" for AH = 0.083T, respectively for one and two integrated SRR elements.
Similarly, for an FPC antenna with modified SRR integrated foam-ferrites superstrate and
excited by a thinned 2x1 microstrip patch array, a beam scan of + 20°and + 23° for AH =
0.078T and AH = 0.0708T, respectively is observed. Since embedding SRRs on the
magnetized ferrite rods resulted in a beam scan at considerably lower biasing values, this
can be used to reduce the size of the electro-magnet and related biasing current
requirements. In addition, integrating more SRRs or the use of low temperature co-fire
ceramic (LTCC) technology to embed the biasing coils within the ferrite rods can further

reduce the biasing complexity and antenna dimension.

7.2 Future Work

Although the proposed idea has been shown to work, the design can be improved

further. The following list provides some of the ideas to improving the presented work.

I- Recently LTCCs have been used to provide embedded biasing coils inside
substrates. Use of LTCC technology with the ferrite superstrate would enable
biasing without using externally wound coils, resulting in a simple design. KAUST

has the facilities to embed LTCC coils inside ferrite material. This approach,
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however, would require a redesign of the superstrate since not all ferrite materials
can be embedded with coils.

Due to the limited conformal SRR fabrication facilities, the SRR integrated ferrite
superstrate has not been successfully fabricated. The LTCC embedded ferrite with
metamaterial unit-cells would result in small and highly practical superstrates that

can be used easily without any external biasing setup.
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APPENDIX

A. Derivation of Equation of Motion

The vector representation of the torque acting on a spinning electron is given by,
T=pumxH, (A-1)

The spin angular momentum of a spinning electron, .S, is given by,

(A-2)

S_h
2

Where 7 is the reduced Plank’s constant with a numerical value, # = 1.054 x 1073 J.s.
The magnetic moment, m, and the spin angular momentum, S, are related through a
constant vy as,

m=—yS (A-3)

The negative sign shows that the angular momentum is in opposite direction to that of the

magnetic moment. Rewriting (A-1) in terms of S,

T= —u,ySxH, (A-4)
dm
E = —,uoym X Ho (A_S)

For (A-5), the fact that torque is the rate of change of angular momentum

ds d . : . :
(T == —%d—T) has been used. Using Cartesian coordinate system and with the

supposition that the applied DC magnetic bias, Ho, is directed along the z-axis, m and H,
can be written in terms of the components as,

m= m,X+m,y+m,Z (A-6)
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H,=H,2 (A-7)

Substituting (A-6) and (A-7) into (A-5), we get,

dm
= THoY(MuX +myy +m,2) X Ho2 (A-8)
(A-8) dm ~ ~
> E = —uoy(—mxHoy + myHox) (A'9)
dm,
dt = _.uoymyHo
dm
dty = UoYMyH, (A-10)
dm,
=0
dt

Taking the time derivative of the equation set (A-10), we get

d*m, dm,
dtz _MOYHO dt
d*m, dm,
= u,YH (A-11)
dtz ﬂoy o dt
dm,
dt

o . d
Substituting the respective values of ;n

tx and % from (A-10) into (A-11) and for the sake

of simplicity wy = u,YH,, (A-11) gives us the following set of second order homogeneous

differential equations,

(A-12)
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B. Derivation of Polder Permeability Matrix

Proceeding with (26) from Section 3.3,

am
= “HoY(MoZ +m) X (Ho2 + h) (B-1)
dM A
T —uov{®(MyHy — HyMy + MyH, — M,H,)

(B-2)

— (M Hy — HMy + M, H, — M,H,) + 2(M,H, — M, H,)}

Ignoring the AC-field product terms (B-2) can be simplified as,

amM = ~

d_t = —‘L[OY{X(MyHO - HyMO) - y(MxHO - HXMO)}

yields dM

BE— dtx = _.“oYMyHO + .uoyHyMO (B-3)
dM
d_ty = UoYM,Hy — u,YH M, (B-4)

Substituting wy = p,YHy and w,, = @,YM, in (B-3) and (B-4),

dM
dtx = —woM,, + wyH, (B-5)

dM
d_ty = woM, — w,Hy (B-6)

For time varying fields, (B-5) and (B-6) can be transformed as,
joMy = —woM,, + w, H, (B-7)
joMy, = woMy — Wy Hy (B-8)
joM, =0

(B-8) My _ woM, _ W Hy (B-9)

jw jo
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Substituting (B-9) into (B-7) and simplifying,

_ Wy W , Wy (B-]O)
My -~ w? —wZHx+]w§ —a)ZHy
Similarly,
(B-11)
Ww WoW
My = —j———H, +———H,

2 _ 427X 2 __ 2
Wi — w Wi —w

The rest of the derivation proceeds from (30) Section 3.3 onwards.

C. Characteristic Equation Derivation for Magnetized

Ferrite Rod

Ferrite is a naturally occurring anisotropic material having a tensor magnetic permeability
which is a function of the applied magnetic bias. For an axially magnetized ferrite cylinder

in the z-direction, the tensor permeability is given by (1).

nw —jk 0
Hy = [ﬁc " 0] (1)
0 0 u
where
WoWm
u= 1+ o — o2
_ W W
K wE — w?

and w = 2nyf, wy = 2nyH and w,, = 2nyM. fis the frequency of operation, H is the
applied DC biasing value in kA/m and M is the saturation magnetization of the specific

ferrite (kA/m).
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Using the Shul, Walke and Kales method, the field vectors can be split-up into transverse
and longitudinal components. For a plane wave travelling in the +z direction, the equations

can be written as (A).

E= (E,+E,2) e P

H= (H,+ H,2) e /F?

B = (B,+B,2) e/ (A)
= pH, + jx(Z X H) + p,H,2
Considering the basic Maxwell's equations (2) and (3)
VXE = —jouou-H (2)
VX H = jweye, E (3)

Substituting (A) into (2) we get,

(Ve — jB2) X (E, + E,2) e 7/P% = —jwuo{[u,] (H, + H,2) e7/F7}
(V. X E,) —jB(ZX E,) + (V, X E,2) = —jwu,B

(Ve X E) = jBZ X E) + (Ve X E;2) = —jwpo{uH, + jr(2 X Hy) + u,H,2}  (4)
Separating the transverse and the longitudinal components

(Vt X Et) = _j(‘):uO,quz2 (41)

—JjBEZ X E) + (Ve X E,2) = —jope{uH, + ji(Z X Hy)} (4.2)
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Substituting (A) into (3) we get

(Ve — jB2) X (H, + H,2) e 7 = jweofe, (E, + E,2) e 17}

(Ve X Hy) — jB(Z X Hy) + (Ve X H,Z) = jweoer(Ey + E,2) ()

Separating the transverse and the longitudinal components

(Vt X Ht) = j(l)goerEzﬁ (5.1)
—jB(Z x Hy) + (V; X H,Z) = jweoe Ey (5.2)
From the divergence equation
V-D=20
V-eE=0

Substituting respective relations from (A)

(V. —jp2) -e(E, + E,2) e /P72 =0

Ve E + V. E,z—jB(z E)— jBE,(2:2) =0

Vi E,—JBE, =0 (6)
Also
V-B=0
V-eE=0

Substituting respective relations from (A)

114



u(Ve-Hy) +jr{Ve - (ZX H)} + pr{Z- (Z X Hp)} — ju,H, =0

(Ve - Hy) + jr{Ve - (Z X Hp)} — jBu,H, = 0
Substituting E; from (5.2) into (4.2) we get

1

18 |2 x e (e x H2) = 1B < D)} + (7, x £,2)

= —jopo{uH + jx(Z X H,)}

—JB

jweogr

[2 x ((V; x H,2) — jB(Z x Hp))| + (V; X E,2)

= —jwpof{uH, + jr(z X Hy)}

—JjB

jweogr

[(Zx V. x2)H, —jB(ZxZxH)]+ (V; X 2)E,
= —jopo{uH + jr(Z X H,)}

Consider

= —H,
Also

2XV1—X2: Vt(f'ﬁ)—ﬁ(ﬁ'vt)

=Vt

Substituting (I-1) and (I-2) into (7.1) we get,
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ja)_g%[thz + jBH, + (V, X 2)E, + jowuouH,
—juok(Zx H,) =0
—jBIVH, + jBH,] + jweye, (Ve X 2)E, — w?puopsos, Hy
— juoweperk(Z X Hy) =0
B*H, — jBVH, + jweoe, (Ve X 2)E, — w?popgoe Hy
— jpow?epe, k(2 X Hy) = 0

H (8% — w?poueoe,) — jBVH, + jweye, (V, X 2)E,

— jlow?eoerk(Z X Hy) = 0

Let K = —B% + w?popueys,, also using the identity V, X 2 = —2 X V, the

above equation can be re-written as

_Klet _j:BVtHZ —ja)gogr(ﬁ X Vt)Ez _j.uowz"fogr’c(2 X Ht) =0
KZH, + jBV.H, + jweye, (2 X V)E, + juow?cqe, k(2 X Hy) =0 )
Consider (5.2), taking Z X on both sides,
2x{=jB(zx Hy) + (Ve X H,2)} = jweye, (2 X Ey)

—jB(ZXxZXH,)+ (ZxV,XZ)H, = jweye(Z X E,)

Substituting identities from (I-1) and (I-2)
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WEYE, . 1
H, = 3 “(zx E,) _j?VtHZ )

Substituting (9) into (4.2)

—jB(z x E;) + (V. X E,2)

. WEEr . 1
= _]‘U.UOH{ B (Z X Eyp) _j_ﬁthz}

+ wHok {2 X (w;’er (2xE,) — j%thz)} ©.1)

Solving the right hand side (R.H.S.) of (9.1)

) WEYE, 1
= _]wlloll{ B (Z X Ey) _j_ﬂthZ}
R WEYEy 1
+wuok{zx< 3 (ZxE,) _j_ﬁVtHz)}
—jw?egye w
_ oértol (2 xE,) + Holt V.H,
B B
WEE, . 1 R
+a)yok{ (zxszt)—j—ﬁHZ(zXVt)}

1
B

{—jw?eoertou(Z X Ep) + wptoitV H, — w?pokege Ey

+ j(‘)y'OKHZ(2 X Vt)}

Substituting the above solution into (9.1)

—jB*(@ X Ey) + (V. X 2)E,
= —jw?ggerfot(Z X Ey) + wpouV H, — w?pokeoe, Ey

+ J.(’J#OKHZ(2 X Vt)
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_].,82(2 X Et) + ,B(Vt X 2)EZ 'l'j(“)z‘c—'ogrﬂoﬂ(2 X Et) - w.uo.uthz

+ w?poksgs, Ey — jougkH,(Z X V,) =0 9.2)

Taking the Z X on both sides of (9.2)

—jB2(ZXxZXE) + B(Z XV, X 2E, + jw?soe, puop(Z X 2 X Ep)
— wpou(Z X V)H, + w?pokeoe, (2 X Ey)

— jouokH,(Zx2ZxV,)=0

Substituting the identities yield,

—jB?E¢ + BV E, — jo*eoerttohEy — wptot(Z X V) H, + w?pokeger (2 X Ey)

+ jowpuokH,V,=0

As K? = —B? + w?uypgys,, therefore

KLEy + jBVE, — jopopt(Z X Ve)H, + jw?pokeoer (2 X E) — wpokH,V,= 0 (10)
Taking the divergence (V - ) of (8)
V- [KPH, + jBV.H, + jweye, (2 X V)E, + jluow?eoe k(2 X H)] = 0
(Ve —jB2)
- [KEH + jBVH, + jwgye, (2 X V)E,
+ jpow?egerk(Z X H)] = 0
K{ (Ve He) +jB(Ve - VOH, + jwege{V, - (2 X VL)E,}

+ juow?soe,k{V, - (Zx H)} =0 (10.1)

Using the identity that the dot product of orthogonal components is 0, (10.1)

becomes
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KZ(Ve-Hy) + jBVEH, — juow?eoe k{Z - (Ve x H)} =0

1 ~
(Ve Ho) = 305 (IBVEH, + juow?eos, k(2 - (V, x H))}) an
1

Consider (7)
p(Ve - Hy) + jr{V - (Z X Hp)} — jBuH, =0
Using the dot and cross product identities (7) can be re-written as
u(Ve-Hy) — ji{z - (Ve x H)} — jBuH, = 0 (1L.1)

Substituting V; - H; from (11) and V; X H; from (5.1) into (11.1)

Kilz{jw%osruox(ﬁ (Ve X Hp) = jBH,VZ} — jicfz - jwene, B} — jBugH,
=0
K%{fwzeoeruoxcﬁ - 2jwene E,) — JBH,VE + i{weoe, By} — jBuH,
=0
—w3eBe oK, — JBUH,VE + wege,kKZE, — jBu,K2H,
=0

Simplifying the above equation gives the following expression

Klz.quz .ﬁz wgongEz + .wEOSrKKleZ
—J

Bu / Bu

VZH, + =0
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2

K WHENE K
<v§+ 1,11H2>Hz_j—ﬁ/(?tr 2, =0

Taking the divergence of (10),

V- (KZE; + jBV,E, — jopon(2 X VOH, + jw’tokeoe, (2 X Ey)

— wpokH, V) =0

Substituting expression of V from (A), (12.1) becomes,

K12 (Ve E) +jB(Ve - VOE, — jououiV, - (Z X V,)}H,

+jw2MOK€08r{vt *(ZX Ep)} — wpokH, (Ve - Vy)
— jBKE(Z - Ey) + B?E,(2-V,) — BwpouiZ - (Z X V,)}H,

+ pw?poreoer{Z - (2 X EQ)} + jPrwpoH,(2- V) = 0

Further simplification yields (13)

K12 (Ve Ep) +jﬁvt2Ez _]'(Uzﬂo’cgo‘?r{2 (Ve X Ep)} — wMOKHth2= 0

Substituting (4) and (6) into (13) and simplifying gives us,

JBKZE, — w3l ke e H, £ 2 wiokV,*H, — 0o
n jB a jB
i(w?eye ) K iwugkV,2H
EZ(K12+Vt2)+]( o&rtott) (@i, )HZ+] UKV Hy ~0
B B
i(K? + B%)(w K iwugkV, 2 H
EZ(K12+Vt2)+J( i+ B*) (wpou, )H IOV H,

Bu z B
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E,(KZ+V.7?)+

WK K? iBw kH
joug Hz{Vt2+ 1#Z}+Jﬁ HotzkHy _

B 7

2
Substituting value of V.2 + % from (10), we get (14)

W2 EyEn o K2 iBw kH
Ez<Kf+Vt2— 0ErHoK™ | JPwloltskH;

" . 0 (14)

For the sake of simplicity, assume

w?EgE, Ugk?

c=K: -
u

_ Bwnousk
U

d

_ Kip, (B)

F==

_ Bwepgrk
U

Using the substitutions of (B), (12) and (14) can be re-written as,

(Ve* + f)H, — jgE, = 0 (14.1)

(V2 + ¢)E, + jdH, =0 (14.2)

Substituting - from (14.1) into (14.2) and simplifying gives us,

{(Vtz)2 +VA(f +0) + (fc — dg)} H,=0

. H,=0

VZ_YU+QiJU+®L4UP%m
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V,?

2

024 {(f +o)+JF+o?+ 4dg§

+{(f+c) —J(];+c)2 +4dg}] H =0 (14.3)

Let

SZ_(f+c)+J(f+c)2+4dg
t 2

2_(f+c)—\/(f+c)2+40lg
s5 = 5

(14.3) written as,

(V2 +s2) (V2 +s2)H, =0 (15)

Similarly,
(V2 +5s2)(V2 +s2)E, =0 (16)

As observed (15) and (16) are homogeneous partial differential equations (PDE) of the

second order. In order to solve (15) and (16), the separation of variables method principle

d o . . .
has been used where 5= ) pz is already incorporated into the equations.

(15)
= H,(r,0) =R'(r)6'(0)

(16)
= E,(r,0) = R(r)6(0) (16.1)
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Substituting E-(7,0) and H:(r,6) in (15) and (16), we see that the general solution

for a second order PDE is of the form,

d’R 1dR (16.2)
w2ty TAR=0

d*0 A6 =0

dr? N

For our case the equations are

d*R 1dR <2 nz)_

ar? Trar T\M2 7))
d’o
W+n6=0

(16.1) is a Bessel's Equation and (16.2) is an ODE of order 2, solving these two equations

gives us,
E, = [ApJn(s17) + BpJn(syr)]e ™m0 (17)
H, = [114,Jn(517) + 2By (so7)]e ™ (18)
where
L= -Jjg
st f
and
__~Jg
fosi—f

To find the field components of the transverse field we have to use (8) and the fact that
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H, = H,# + H,
G 9. .10
e ar r dp ¢
(8)
= KZH, + jBV.H, + jweye, (2 X V)E, + juow?eye, k(2 X Hy) = 0

KZH,.# + K12H¢<’p

6+16 )H+ x(a +16A)E
+]ﬁ<—r —— jweoe, | Z arr r oo Z

r oy
+ juow?eoe, k(2 x (H,# + Hypy)) = 0 (18.2)
Simplifying (18.2) and separating the #* and ¢@ components we get
A KPH, — juow?epe, kH, + jpB _Jweoty O, =0
do r 0d¢
H, = W{Km +jB a;;z —jwiogr aaif} (19)
or
= 1
Where Q = pow?eye,k and R = wege,
Similarly
(20)

jBOH,  OE
=>K1q, ]QH+ra(p R—==0
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Substituting (19) in to (20) and replacing % = —jn

0H, ROE, QZH BQ 0H, QROE,|

K
—|K?H,. +jf——-j—=—-H,. — - =
jol T ]'Bar )Y g K2'T rK?dp K dg
0H, R Q? jBQ QR OE,
KZH 2 ——nE,— S H, +—nH,—~—5——=0
vy +JP rorE K? r+rK12nZ KZ or
Substituting O, R and K? we get,
0H, ws&ye (Uow?ege,k)?
_p2 2 H . z ocr _ r
(=B + w Honeoer ) Hr + jB —- e TS
JBrow?EgE K (How?&gerk) wege, OE, (20.1)

nH, — =
r(=B% + wpopeos,) 7 (=B% + wipopeoe;) Or

Letf = Kﬁ where Ky = w?equ,
0

(20.1) _ iB _ 0H, &Kkn
— Hr{(ﬂgr - ,82) - ngKZ} + K_{<H€r - 32 ) : + T_Hz>}
0 r r

21 _
Z{(#Er - ,82) - ngKZ}Hr

T _ ;2 %}_]_E{( _ 5 OH,  &Kn )}
" Ko ﬂo{r(ﬂgr PRE+ e 5 i \ker =P T 1))

Similarly,
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(22)
21 _
_{(ng - Bz) - ngKZ}Er
Ao
_ |uof 5,0H, un __ gK?
= — g{l{ﬁza—‘rz +T<usr —ﬁz - I >HZ}
= _\OE, &Kn
_]ﬁ{<(”gr R E>} (3)
2n 72 2,2
Z{(ng—ﬁ )_gr K }Eq?
s Ho Kn:éz 23 ngZ aHz
—J\E{ " Hz+u<ﬂer—ﬁ2— . > 6r}
_ _ JE,
-G e = B8+ )
(24)

For a fully filled ferrite circular waveguide, the boundary conditions are: H-=0 at » = R and

H,=0 at r = R; all tangential components are zero at the edge of the ferrite cylinder.

Substituting the corresponding values from (17), (18)

Let P = ue, — B2,
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(24) -

P
= = B (Aa(ir) + Bula(5279) + 166 (Al (17) + Bl (527}

Q2
+) j‘g‘—E [”jf (T1AnJn(si7) + T2Buln (52}

STKZ ’ ’
+u (P - >{T1An]n (517) + T2BnJn (527”)}] =0

u (25)

Substituting An into (25) we get,

3 {E ((—B ]n(SZR)>]n(51R) n Bn1n<s2R)>

r n]n(is)

n R ! ’
+ k& <_Bn Gng—jR%)]" (51R) + ByJn (SZR)>}

Q2 n(S2R
e (wem)om o)

Sr’cz Jn(s2R) ,
+ u <P - 7 ){Tl <_Bn]n(is)>]n (SlR)

+ Tan]n’(szR)}l =0

(25.1)

Substituting the values of 7; and 7, and further simplifying (25.1) leads to,
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TnGB) ) K,

WPKEYE,
e @<gu_ﬁ_2_grkz> 0
' €o " KOZ K s2 — (_BZ + K()Z:ugr)/lz
1 7
_]nI(SZR) S Bkgr
]n(SZR) 2 KO
WPKEYE,
e @<€H_ﬁ_2_er,c2> 0
? €o " K()2 Hu s2 — (_ﬁz + Koz.ugr).uz
2
U

Uo KNP? wfkeye, s? —s? } — 0
- e e ) - @52

2_K2

Substituting perr = = .

Jn'(s1R) { Bxe,

in (25.2) and simplifying gives us,

]nl(is) 2 S1
Ju(s1R) {51 = (K5 tegrer = 57) ((sf — f)>}

TL’ R 2
e (- (ke (727

(s7—1)
_Knﬁz{ s —s? }_0
uR \(s2 -2 -H)
512 \[ln/(s:R) {s% —f (KG tesrer = ﬂz)}l
(512 — )] | Jn(s1R) S1 $1
_ 522 ]nI(SZR) {522 - f _ (KO2 Uerrér — ,82)}] (26)
(s = 1)) [Jn(s2R) S2 S2

knf3? {322 —s? s2s? } — o
HR |\ sfs3 (sf—f)(si—f)

128



[8]

[9]
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