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Abstract

Handwriiten Arabic manuscripts have been highly un-
derunilized owing io the fact that, to our knowledge, there is
ne system or interface in existence, urilizing which user can
browse or search the desived informarion. Given vast con-
rent of these manuscripts, it is important to develop index-
ing systems that support conteni-based retrieval from his-
rorical manuscripis. In this paper, we propose a “Digital
library framework for Arabic Manuscripts”™. A protorype
svstem has been implemented which supporis preprocessing
af document images. To enhance their guality, fearure ex-
traction af the user identified words for similarivy marching
purposes is carried out. Urilizing refevance feedback from
the user, the sysiem indexes the manuscript pages for later
efficient vetrieval The prototype system has been tested and
encouraging results were achieved

ries will socon become a reality and play a major role in all
aspects of research and education.

2. Challenges and Requirements

The scope of the proposed framework is illustrated by
the following example. We consider the case of locating
a saying of Prophet Muhammad, known as a Hadith in
Arabic, in an old manuscript, as seen in Figure | which
shows two pages scanned from one of the six books of
Hadith, "Sunan Ibn Majak”. These pages, downloaded
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